
Blood Brothers – Learning Journey 

This scheme explores Act 1 of 
the popular play text Blood 
Brothers as a stimulus. The 
scheme offers ideas on how to 
work with play scripts 
practically, with both on- and 
off-text ideas and activities. 
The activities outlined develop 
an understanding of the 
characters, plot and themes 
for the opening act. 

Lesson 1 – Developing an understanding of status in performance and its relevance to the play Blood Brothers

Lesson 2 – Exploring the opening and its use of narration to communicate themes and narrative 

Lesson 3– Exploring the dilemma of Mrs Johnstone 

Lesson 4 – Exploring nature versus nurture and social influence in Blood Brothers through still images 

Lesson 5 – Exploring the moment of the separated twins Mickey and Eddie meeting and becoming friends, then Blood Brothers 

Lesson 6 – Bringing key moments to life to conclude the exploration of Act 1 

By the end of this term, students will:
• Have developed your understanding of how to develop characterisation and realise scenes according to a 

writer’s intentions
• Have developed your ability to work in groups to develop character and perform scenes from a text
• Have explored the actor-audience relationship
• Have explored status in performance
• Have developed your ability to work effectively with scripts, including how to deconstruct meaning and 

interpret a writer’s craft.
• Have used a variety of rehearsal techniques and exploratory strategies to interpret characters, themes 

and plot within a play text
• Have explored the range of themes in the text practically and then through reflective question and 

answer opportunities.
How will I know how to perform in a successful way?

Each lesson we will explore a different dramatic techniques to explore Blood Brothers and you will practise 
each week performing new skills in front of your peers..  

How will I practice working creatively?
You will  work in a number of groups each lessons using the dramatic techniques to create an engaging 

performance. 
How will I be assessed?

You will work in groups to rehearse and perform an extract from ‘Blood Brothers’. This will be rehearsed and 
performed as part of your assessment, demonstrating your knowledge and performance skills. 

catharsis (n)

The release of the audience's 
emotions through empathy with 
the characters 

superstition (n)

A belief that is not based on 
human reason or scientific 
knowledge but is connected with 
old ideas about magic etc

nurture (v)

care for and protect (someone or 
something) while they are grownig.

vocal skills (n)

Vocal skills include clarity of 
diction, inflection, accent, 
intonation and phrasing; pace, 
pause and timing; projection, 
pitch; 

characterisation (n)

The act of changing voice, body 
language, movement, gesture 
etc when in role is called 
characterisation.

physical skills (n)

Physical skills include: body 
language, gesture, facial 
expressions, pace, quality of 
movement and space. 



Context – Blood Brothers was written by Willy Russell, and was first staged in 1983
Willy Russell – William Russell (born 23rd August 1947) is an English dramatist, lyricist and composer. Amongst his most popular works are 
Educating Rita, Shirley Valentine and Blood Brothers. Russell is from Liverpool, and wrote his first play, Keep Your Eyes Down, in 1971 whilst he 
attended the city’s St Katherine’s College of Higher Education. Two of his plays, Shirley Valentine and Educating Rita, have become successful 
feature films

Margaret Thatcher 

Margaret Thatcher was a Conservative politician who was elected 
as Prime Minister of the United Kingdom in 1979, four years before 
Blood Brothers was first performed. Seeing British manufacturing 
as uncompetitive, she blamed trade unions as being too strong in 
calling strikes on weakened employers. So, she reduced unions’ 
powers and sold off and closed uncompetitive companies

Influences through Russell’s Life 
Russell’s work is influenced by his own working class background. 
Russell was a child from a low-income family, with a father who 
struggled with drug addiction. His father worked in a factory and 
his mother worked as a nurse. Russell left school at age 15, 
without any academic qualifications, and became a hairdresser. He 
did not return to education until age 20. Russell has a love of 
popular music (one of his earlier plays is about The Beatles) which 
is evident in most of his plays.

Effect in the UK/ Liverpool 
A short-term effect of companies being closed and sold off was that 
there was an economic downturn across the UK and unemployment 
soared. This particularly effected the more industrialised northern 
areas of the country, with Liverpool being a prime example. Liverpool’s 
docks, a chief source of employment in the city, were allowed to fold, 
causing thousands of households to fall into poverty and unemployment. 
Crime levels increased, drug use sky-rocketed, and housing deteriorated 
in poorer areas.

Marilyn Monroe
Marilyn Monroe was an extremely famous Hollywood actress, whose 
fame transcended the boundaries of her Hollywood films. She was 
presented in the media as a ‘fantasy’ woman who lived a perfect life. 
Yet, the reality was very different – she became addicted to 
antidepressants and eventually died from an overdose. From the 1950s 
onwards, Monroe was just one part star from a society in which 
everyday people became more influenced by pop/celebrity culture.

Thatcher’s Values vs. Russell’s Values 
One of the pivotal beliefs in Thatcher’s system was that success and wealth came to those who chose to work hard. In Blood Brothers, 
Russell demonstrates opposition towards that view, suggesting that opportunities are more limited for those that are raised in working class 
backgrounds, when compared to those from the middle classes. This is divided society is demonstrated through showing the effect of 
different upbringings on a set of twins.


