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	Brief overview

	The AQA GCSE Spanish course in Year 11 builds upon the foundations laid in Year 10, continuing to develop students’ proficiency across Listening, Reading, Speaking, and Writing, with ongoing emphasis on reading aloud and dictation. The curriculum revisits and deepens understanding of Theme 2 Popular Culture and moves onto Theme 3 Communication and the World Around Us. 
In the autumn term, students study customs, festivals, and celebrations, exploring religious traditions and major Latin American festivals. They develop their ability to narrate past events and express opinions using a range of tenses and advanced grammatical structures. This is followed by a unit on celebrity culture, where students compare cultural icons, debate the influence of fame, and use complex language to express opinions. In the spring term, the focus in on travel and tourism, where they describe holidays in the past, present and future tenses.  We then take an in-depth look at the environment and where people live, covering local and global issues, environmental actions, and ideal living situations. Finally, students end with a focus on media and technology, where students explore how they and others use digital devices, social media, and online platforms, discussing both benefits and drawbacks. The remainder of the summer term is reserved for revision and exam preparation, allowing students to consolidate their learning, refine exam techniques, and build confidence across all four skills in readiness for their final GCSE assessments.

	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Unit title
	Theme 2 – Popular Culture
Unit 5 - Customs, Festivals & Celebrations
	Theme 2 – Popular Culture
Unit 6 – Celebrity Culture
	Theme 3 – Communication & the world around us
Unit 7 - Travel and Tourism including places of interest.
	Theme 3 – Communication & the world around us
Unit 9 – The Environment and where people live
	Theme 3 – Communication & the world around us
Unit 8 – Media and Technology
	Revision & GCSE Exams

	Big question/ core concept
	¿Cómo celebras? How do you celebrate?

¿Sigues alguna tradición? Do you follow any traditions?

¿Eres religioso? Are you religious?

¿Cuál es tu festival latinoamericano favorito? What is your favoutite Latin American festival?

	¿Sigues la moda de las celebridades? Do you follow celebrity fashion?

¿Quiénes son Lola Flores y Rosalía? Who are Lola Flores and Rosalia?

¿Cómo es un día típico para un TikToker? What is a typical day like as a TikToker?

¿Qué personajes famosos valen la pena? Which famous poeple are worth following?

	¿Qué haces durante las vacaciones? What do you do during the holidays?

¿Qué tal pasaste las vacaciones? How did you spend the holidays?

¿Qué tipo de vacaciones prefieres? What type of holidays do you prefer?
	¿Cómo es tu pueblo? What is your town/village like?

¿Qué haces para proteger el medio ambiente? What do you do to protect the environment?

¿Dónde te gustaría vivir? Where would you like to live?

	¿Qué es lo bueno y lo malo de las redes sociales?  What are the good and bad aspects of social media?

¿Cómo usas tu móvil? How do you use your mobile phone? 

¿Cómo será la tecnología en el futuro?  What will technology be like in the future?

	

	Knowing
	· Vocabulary for religious and cultural celebrations: La Nochebuena, Los Reyes Magos, Pascua, Eid al-Fitr, El Día de Muertos, La Feria de las Flores, Inti Raymi, Carnaval
· Describing events and traditions: una experiencia muy alegre, una fiesta divertida, una semana de música y alegría, un desfile, fuegos artificiales, comida típica, trajes tradicionales
· Time expressions in the past: ayer, anoche, la semana pasada, hace diez minutos / tres días, durante dos horas / un año
· Expressing opinions: me encanta, me interesa, me parece, en mi opinión, lo que más me gusta es…
· Describing celebrations using the preterite tense, including irregular and stem-changing verbs (fui, vi, celebré, preferí, no pude)
· Using present and future tenses to talk about how you usually celebrate and how you plan to celebrate in the future
· Using superlatives and indefinite adjectives: la mejor fiesta, uno de los más importantes del mundo
· Using prepositions and prepositional pronouns: con mi familia, para mí, de celebración
· Using antes de / después de / al + infinitive to sequence events
· Using seguir / continuar + gerund to describe ongoing traditions or preparations
	· Vocabulary related to fashion and celebrity style: vestido, traje, chaqueta, camiseta, faldas largas, de rayas, de flores, elegante, incómodo, cómodo
· Describing appearance and past habits using the imperfect tense: cuando era pequeño/a, llevaba, tenía, era
· Cultural knowledge of famous figures: Lola Flores (icono del flamenco), Rosalía (estrella global del pop y flamenco moderno), TikTokers, influencers
· Daily routine vocabulary and reflexive verbs: me levanto, me visto, me lavo los dientes, me pongo el uniforme
· Time expressions and sequencing: primero, después, finalmente, a las siete, en estos momentos
· Expressing opinions and value judgments: en mi opinión, me parece, creo que, vale la pena, no es un buen modelo a seguir
· Describing achievements and influence: gana premios, apoya a organizaciones, usa su fama para ayudar
· Using three time frames (past, present, future) to describe a celebrity’s life and career
· Using comparatives, superlatives, and suffixes: la mejor artista, famosísimo, guapísima
· Using soler + infinitive and seguir / continuar + gerund to describe habits and ongoing actions
· Possession with de and adjectives with ser and estar
	· Weather expressions
· Holiday activities
· Describe holiday destinations
· Conditional tense
· Phrases with IR DE
· Conditional tense with irregulars
· Recap of possessive pronouns
· Past Continuous tense
· Object pronouns
· Transport
· Time phrases
· Opinions
· Infinitives used as nouns (EG viajar amplíamente)
· Preterit tense (regular and irregular)
· Imperfect tense (1st, 2nd and 3rd person singular and irregular verbs ser, ir and ver)
· Imperfect continuous (1st, 2nd and 3rd person singular)
· Impersonal (hace + noun)
· Imperfect tense (1st, 2nd and 3rd person singular and plural, and irregular verbs ser, ir and ver)
· Imperfect continuous (1st, 2nd and 3rd person singular and plural)
· Subjunctive mood (present singular of five irregular verbs hacer, ser, ir, venir and tener)
	· Places in town
· Weather
· Adverbs of place
· Using DESDE HACE
· Lo que, el que, las que etc
· The Preterit (First person singular)
· Using acabar de.
· Periphrastic (near) future tense (ir a + infinitive)
· Use of the pronouns alguno and ninguno, including their inflected forms for gender
· Imperative (affirmative, 2nd singular only and irregular tú commands)
· Demonstrative adjectives (este, esta, ese, esa, and irregular plural forms (estos, esos) and regular plurals (estas, esas)
· Present perfect (regular and irregular)
	· Advantages and disadvantages of social media
· Irregular past participles
· Rules of stress and accents
· Mobiles and their apps
· Revising object pronouns
· Present Subjunctive
· Present Subjunctive after PARA QUE and CUANDO
· Para + infinitive
· Position of adverbs of time, manner and place
· Comparative structures (regular forms más…que/de, menos…que/de, tan…como and irregular forms mejor and peor)
	

	Applying
	· Describe a tradition you follow and explain its cultural or personal significance
· Talk about your favourite celebration or festival, including who you celebrate with, what you do, and why you enjoy it
· Compare a UK celebration with a Spanish or Latin American festival, highlighting similarities and differences
· Use the preterit tense to narrate a special day or celebration in the past
· Express detailed opinions about different types of celebrations and how you prefer to celebrate (e.g. at home, with friends, at a public event)
· Describe the atmosphere, music, food, and clothing associated with a festival
· Use sequencing phrases to describe how a celebration unfolds from start to finish
· Reflect on how traditions and festivals contribute to cultural identity and community
	· Describe your opinion on celebrity fashion and whether you follow trends
· Talk about the lifestyle and influence of a celebrity or influencer you admire (or don’t)
· Compare the careers and cultural impact of Lola Flores and Rosalía using past and present tenses
· Describe a typical day in the life of a TikToker or influencer using reflexive verbs and sequencing
· Evaluate whether certain celebrities are good role models and explain why
· Use a range of tenses to describe how a celebrity’s life has changed over time
· Reflect on the impact of social media and fame on privacy, identity, and society
· Express your preferences for a public or private lifestyle and justify your opinion
	· To talk about travel, means of transport, descriptions and preferences with advantages and disadvantages.
· To talk about the weather. 
· To describe holiday time activities (while away on holiday or at home) and give opinions. 
· To describe holiday destinations in the present, past and future. 
· To say whether holidays are important and why. 
· To describe an ideal holiday. 
· To list and describe places of interest, locally and elsewhere and give opinions about them.
	· To describe your local area and say what there is. 
· To say what you can do and see in your area.
· To give opinions of local facilities and to list advantages and disadvantages. 
· To describe your ideal area. 
· To describe your home and your ideal home. 
· To say where you would like to live in the future and why. 
· To talk about local environmental issues. 
· To say what you do/did/will do to help protect the environment. 
· To discuss and give opinions about global environmental issues (climate change, environmental damage, etc).
	· To say how you use the internet, how often, your preferences, and to list advantages and disadvantages. 
· To say what social media apps or platforms you use, how often, and what you think are the advantages and disadvantages.
· To say what mobile phone technology you use (computers, phones, tablets and other devices), why you use it, and their advantages and disadvantages. 
· To give your opinions about the importance of technology to young people and society.
	

	Assessment
	• End of Topic assessment


	• Mock Exam
	• End of Topic Assessment
	• Mock Exam
	• Exam technique & practice questions
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