
Y9 An Inspector Calls- Knowledge Organiser
Key Concepts

Socialism vs. Capitalism       Social Responsibility        Class-divide 
Characters as a Construct        Social Commentary 

The Big Idea!
“To different minds, the same world is a hell, and a 
heaven.” – J.B Priestley
What do you think this means? Explain your idea!
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________

Social and Historical Context:
An Inspector Calls was first performed in 1945 at a time of great 
change - both World Wars were fresh in the minds of the people, women 
had become more prominent in the workplace and it was possible to 
be class mobile (progress up the class system)..

It is set in 1912 - this means that the characters have no knowledge of 
these world events. Priestley uses this to make important points about 
society and responsibility.

How does each character contribute to Eva Smith’s death?
Mr Birling Mrs Birling Sheila Eric Gerald
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