
Knowledge Organiser: Year 8 ‘Automata’

linear:

moves 

something in 

a straight 

line

oscillating:

movement that 

swings backwards 

and forwards

reciprocating:

repeated up and 

down motion or 

back-and forth 

motion

Key words

mechanism a system of parts that work 

together

cam shaped pieces of materials that 

are attached to the cam shaft. 

follower touches the cam and follows the 

shape, moving up and down

automata a moving mechanical device

CAD computer aided design

CAM computer aided manufacture

Types of motion

Types of cams

rotary:

moves 

around a 

point 

snail

pear

eccentric

Dowel joint
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a type of joint used to 

connect two pieces of wood 

by drilling dowel holes in 

each piece and using a 

wooden peg (the dowel) to 

attach them

CAD software which 

allows users to 

create a wide range 

of graphics. 


