
Y10 Statistics Unit 3: REPRESENTING DATA PART 2
Key words and definitions:
frequency – how many times something has occurred
composite bar chart – a composite bar chart, also known as a stacked bar chart, represents multiple data sets within a 
single bar
dual/multiple bar charts – a dual bar chart is a type of bar chart that displays two sets of data side by side for comparison
population – the total amount of people in a group being studied
histogram – a type of bar graph that represents the distribution of a set of continuous data
frequency density – the frequency of data points in relation to the width of the intervals
area – the space inside of a 2D shape; the area of a bar in a histogram represents the frequency of data points within that 
interval
class width – the difference between the upper and lower bound of a group

Histograms
Key features:
• There are no gaps between bars and bars may be different widths
• The horizontal scale is linear and not grouped
• The vertical axis is labelled frequency density
• The frequency is represented by the area of each bar rather than the 

height of each bar

Choropleth Maps

• Uses colours or shades to show data. Used for 
population density, age or income. 

• Used for population density, age or income.

+ Very easy to identity spatial patterns and trends. 
+ Very visual use of data over large areas. 
- Unable to differentiate within a certain location. 

Assumes that all area has the same data. 
- Suggests abrupt changes in data between areas. 

Population Pyramids

Population pyramids vary in shape depending on how 
developed a country is. Lower Income Countries (LICs) tend 
to have a wide base and narrow as the age increases, 
whereas, Higher Income Countries (HICs) tend to have a 
narrower base than LICs and a broader width towards the 
top. 




