
Y10 EOYE Mini Lit Exam
Macbeth by William Shakespeare Love and Relationships Poetry: 

Love and Loss

A Christmas Carol by Charles 

Dickens

1. Plot, characters, themes

2. Context: King James 1st, Divine 
Right of Kings, attitudes towards 
witches, Guy Fawkes and the 
Gun Powder Plot, Jacobean 
gender stereotypes

3. Themes: treason and regicide, 
loyalty and betrayal, 
transformation, guilt, 
supernatural, punishment and 
sin, gender

1. Key quotations

2. Language analysis

 Sonnet 29 by Elizabeth Browning
 Love's Philosophy by Percy 

Shelley
 Singh Song! by Daljit Nagra
 Winter Swans by Owen Sheers
 Letters from Yorkshire by Maura 

Dooley
 The Farmer's Bride by Charlotte 

Mew
 Porphyria's Lover by Robert 

Browning
 When We Two Parted by Lord 

Byron
 Neutral Tones by Thomas Hardy.

1. Plot, characters, themes

2. Context: Charles Dickens’ 
beliefs, Dickens’ childhood, the 
class-divide, Workhouses, living 
in poverty, child labour, religion, 
Malthusian theory

3. Themes: class-divide, social 
responsibility, transformation, 
redemption, poverty, family, 
supernatural

4. Key quotations

5. Language analysis



A Christmas Carol



Plot – ‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles DickensChapter
Scrooge walks the streets of London and everyone avoids him. Fred, Scrooge’s nephew visits his uncle to 
invite him to Christmas dinner. Scrooge refuses him and says he hates Christmas, while his nephew tries    
to convince him to love Christmas. Two portly gentlemen visit to ask Scrooge to give money to charity,   
but he refuses and says they should be in prisons or workhouses, or dead. Scrooge’s clerk requests 
Christmas day off, and Scrooge grudgingly allows it, telling him to come in earlier on Boxing Day.    
Scrooge returns home, witnessing a series of supernatural events, starting with Marley’s face        
appearing in the door knocker. Marley’s ghost appears and tells Scrooge he will be doomed to walk the 
earth in chains after death unless he begins to be kind to people, and tells him he will be haunted by three 
spirits. 

Stave 1

Scrooge is awoken by the Ghost of Christmas past, who is a shape-changing creature with a beam of     
light shining from his head and a fire extinguisher cap. Scrooge sees his childhood hometown, and then 
himself sitting alone at Christmas in school. He sobs at this sight, then sees another Christmas at the 
school, where his sister, Fan, brings him home. The spirit reminds Scrooge she died, but had a child 
(Scrooge’s nephew), and Scrooge is uneasy. Scrooge sees his old boss Fezziwig throwing a Christmas party 
for his staff and family. Scrooge enjoys the party, and wishes he could speak to his own clerk.  Scrooge see 
his ex-fiance, Belle, breaking off their engagement because Scrooge is too obsessed with money and       
she has none. Scrooge describes this as torture. Finally, Scrooge sees Belle seven years ago with her 
charming family. Her husband says he has seen Scrooge, who is all alone. Scrooge is overcome and        
puts the cap on the spirit’s head in a rage. 

Stave 2

The Ghost of Christmas Present appears in Scrooge’s home. He is a jolly giant who carries a horn, and     
the room is decorated in Christmas splendour. Scrooge sees the Cratchit family and their paltry Christmas. 
He is moved by Tiny Tim, but the spirit tells him he will die if things don’t change. The spirit shows Scrooge 
Christmas around the country, from the streets, to the miners, to the lighthouse keepers and sailors. All 
are festive and happy. Scrooge sees his nephew’s Christmas party, where Fred says he pities Scrooge, 
while the others make fun of him. Scrooge joins in with the party games. The spirit shows Scrooge two 
starved children, Ignorance and Want. He vanishes as Scrooge notices a dark, hooded figure coming. 

Stave 3

The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come appears. He is a shadowy, frightening creature, similar to the Grim 
Reaper. The ghost shows Scrooge some businessman carelessly discussing the death of an unnamed man. 
Moving to the backstreets of London, a group of thieves meet. Mrs Dilber, Scrooge’s laundress, laughs 
about the sheets and bed clothes that she has stolen from the dead man. The spirit shows Scrooge a lonely 
dead body under a sheet. Scrooge is greatly disturbed, and begs to see someone who feels emotion at the 
man’s death. Scrooge sees a couple who are happy about the man’s death because their debt is erased. 
Scrooge begs to see some tenderness towards the man. Scrooge sees the Cratchit family, who are 
mourning the death of Tiny Tim. It could be that Scrooge’s death hurt the family as Bob became 
unemployed and was unable to support Tiny Tim. Scrooge finds himself in a churchyard with the spirit 
pointing to a grave. Scrooge looks at the headstone and is shocked to read his own name. He begs to be 
told he can change, and wakes up in his own bed. 

Stave 4

Scrooge awakens with excitement and happiness. He sends a turkey to the Cratchit house.                        He 
walks among the streets and has happy interactions with people – including the charity                   worker 
from earlier - and goes to Fred's party. Bob is late to work on Boxing Day and terrified he will                    
lose his job. Scrooge pretends he will sack him but raises his salary instead. 
As the years go by, he continues to celebrate Christmas with all his heart. He treats Tiny Tim as                    
if he were his own child, gives gifts for the poor and is kind, generous and warm. 

Stave 5

Character
A miserable, bitter old miser, Scrooge hates 
irrational things like happiness, generosity, and 
Christmas, until a trio of Ghosts shows him the 
error of his ways.

Ebenezer 
Scrooge

The poor clerk that works for Scrooge's 
moneylending firm, Cratchit is the father
of Tiny Tim.

Bob 
Cratchit

The youngest member of the Cratchit family, 
Tiny Tim is a sickly and angelic small boy whose 
life hinges in the balance of Scrooge's 
transformation into a better man.

Tiny Tim 
Cratchit

An unsettling combination of a small child       
and an old man, this Ghost takes Scrooge on a 
tour of his past Christmases in order to reconnect 
him to his feelings.

Ghost of 
Christmas 

Past

A hale and hearty fellow, the Ghost of Christmas 
Present shows Scrooge how the other half—or 
rather the 99%—spend their Christmas holidays.

Ghost of 
Christmas 

Present

This thing isn't even called a ghost any more—
Dickens changes the terminology and starts 
referring to this super menacing cloaked figure 
as a "phantom."

Ghost of 
Christmas 

Yet to 
Come

Scrooge's long-dead business partner is the first 
ghostly visitor who haunts him, warning him 
about the Christmas ghosts soon to come.

Jacob 
Marley

Scrooge's nephew, the son of his beloved but 
now dead sister, is his only living relative,
and also the only person who wants to pull      
him out of isolation and back into the world.

Fred

The jolly businessman with whom Scrooge 
apprenticed, Fezziwig appears in the one happy 
memory of Christmas Past.

Fezziwig

Themes

TimeCompassion and forgiveness

FamilyIsolation

Memory and the pastTransformation

Guilt and blameChoices

Context
Charles Dickens – in 1824 Dickens’ father was sent to jail for 
debt and Dickens had to give up his education and was put to 
work in a warehouse age 12, pasting labels on bottles. He had 
experience of poverty. His father inherited some money and 
was able to send Dickens back to private school. Dickens 
became a writer and in December 1843 Dickens wrote ‘A 
Christmas Carol’.

The Poor Law Amendment Act (1834) – Led to a cut in aid 
given to poor people to help them stay in their own homes.

Workhouses were created which poor people would have to
live and work in, if they were unable to pay for their own
housing. Workhouses - Discipline was intentionally harsh to

deter people from going. You could be starved, beaten or
jailed for minor offences such as being ‘disorderly’ or ‘work 

shy’.

The Supernatural – Dickens was a member of ‘The Ghost Club’, 
a group who met to discuss and research paranormal activities. 
The supernatural was a popular topic in Victorian England as

advances in science contrasted with religious beliefs. Dickens     
was sceptical but interested. Christmas – Turkey was more
expensive and popular at middle class Christmas dinners,
and goose was a cheaper and smaller option for lower
class families.

Family – in the 1800s the average lower class family had 
between 5 and 7 children. Having more children was desirable 
as they could work. By 184o about 1 in 6 children died at birth, 
and 1/3 died before the age of five. Dying in childbirth was a 
real threat to women, who would often give birth at home 
without medical assistance unless they were wealthy. 

Techniques and Terminology
Anti-hero – Scrooge is the hero of our story who lacks 
conventionally heroic features. 
Morality tale – the story has a clear moral: that greed leads to 
social decay, and charity should be embraced. Pathetic fallacy –
the weather gets darker and more foreboding as the ghosts 
appear. 
Repetition – Scrooge’s words are turned around on him by 
spirits, echoing his earlier self. 
Omniscient narrator – the story is told by an all-knowing 
narrator. 
Staves – the ‘carol’ is broken into 5 staves, representing the 5 
lines of a musical stave, linking the structure to Christmas and 
symbolising the story building to a crescendo, like music. 







Poetry



Y10 Exam Revision Booklet: Poetry Anthology Question

You will need to revise the following Love and Loss poems:

1. Sonnet 29 by Elizabeth Browning

2. Love's Philosophy by Percy Shelley

3. Singh Song! by Daljit Nagra

4. Winter Swans by Owen Sheers

5. Letters from Yorkshire by Maura Dooley

6. The Farmer's Bride by Charlotte Mew

7. Porphyria's Lover by Robert Browning

8. When We Two Parted by Lord Byron

9. Neutral Tones by Thomas Hardy.

Focus on:

1. Content – what is the poem about?

2. Context – what do you know about the poet and 

the time period?

3. Language – 3 key quotations: suggests? Key 

words? Techniques?

4. Structure – how are the poems set out and why?

5. Themes – what big ideas are explored?

6. Similarities/differences to other poems?



Poem title:

Language: 3 key quotations 
with annotations

Structure: How is the poem 
set out and why?

Context: What do we know about 
the poet and the time period?

Content: What is the poem 
about?

• What happens?

• Who is it about?

• When was it written/does it take place?

• Why did the poet write it? What is the 
message of the poem?

Themes: What big ideas does the poem explore and which quotations show them?

1.

2.

3.



Macbeth





The WitchesKing James 1st
1.Summarise in 5 bullet points:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

2. Why did people fear witches in the Jacobean era?

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

____________________________________________

3. How does Shakespeare present witches negatively 

in the play? 

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

4. How did King James 1ST feel about witches and 

why?

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

____________________________________________

In the Jacobean era, people believed in the 

existence of witches, who supposedly practiced 

with spells, magic and curses. 

There were 270 Elizabethan/Jacobean witch 

trials, of 247 were women and only 23 were 

men. During the Jacobean era people blamed 

unexplainable events as the work of witches - the 

Bubonic Plague, unexplained deaths or 

unpleasant illnesses, bad harvests or crop 

failures, the death of animals and unexplained 

fires. 

A Jacobean audience would’ve reacted very 

differently to the witches than a modern audience 

– they would’ve perceived them as creatures of 

evil/the Devil’s children whose purpose was to 

spread evil; therefore judging Macbeth for his 

involvement with them.

King James was very religious ( a Protestant), and 

therefore detested witches, who he believed 

worked for the devil. The king wrote a book 

called ‘Daemonologie’ to warn people against 

meddling with witches. He had recently passed a 

law which condemned those who practice 

witchcraft to death. Shakespeare purposely 

portrays the witches as evil, chaos inducing 

creatures to impress King James 1st!

1.Summarise in 5 bullet points:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

2. Why was King James I particularly interested in the 

play Macbeth?

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

_____________________________________________

3. How does Shakespeare warn the audience about 

committing treason through the play? 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

When Elizabeth I died, she left no direct *heir to the 

throne. Her nearest relative was her cousin James VI 

of Scotland, who also became king of England as 

Queen Elizabeth had no children to pass the throne 

on to. 

*heir: relation to pass the throne on to

Some people were not happy about King James 

being made king of England; Catholicism was a 

popular religion in England during that time; however 

King James was a protestant. His reign was under 

constant threat due to the religious and political 

tension in England. 

The idea of sin and  punishment is important in the 

play. Guy Fawkes (a catholic) had committed *treason 

against King James by attempting to blow up 

Parliament in the Gun Powder Plot (he was executed 

as punishment), just before Shakespeare wrote 

Macbeth. Shakespeare therefore intentionally wrote 

the play as a clear warning to the audience about 

betraying the king and committing treason and 

regicide – it will result in death. As Macbeth was 

going to be the first play  seen by King James, 

Shakespeare was eager for the King be a fan of his 

plays to secure his success as a playwright.

*Treason: betraying the monarchy/King/Queen

If King James  was to be a successful king, he had to 

have the respect and loyalty of the people. Macbeth 

encourages the audience to watch and consider what 

can happen if a *tyrant takes over as ruler of a 

country. 

*tyrant: cruel and feared leader



Tragedy 
Genre Jacobean womenThe Divine Right of Kings
Tragedy: a play 

dealing with tragic 

events and having an 

unhappy ending, 

especially one 

concerning the 

downfall of the main 

character.

Tragic hero: a main 

character with noble, 

respectable qualities 

who suffers a 

downfall due to their 

fatal flaw

Downfall: a fall from 

good to evil

Fatal flaw (hamartia): 

a quality which 

results in the 

characters downfall

Macbeth’s hamartia is 

his ambition

1.Summarise in 5 bullet points:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

2. How does Lady Macbeth subvert 

the patriarchal society of the Jacobean 

era? 

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

3. How does her metamorphosis 

indicate a powerful women is 

unnatural? 

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

The Jacobean era was a patriarchal society, in which 

women were inferior and had strict rules on how 

they were expected to behave:

• Devoted to being a woman. Embraces 

womanhood.

• Follows their husbands orders.

• Stereotypically sensitive – unsettled by violence 

and aggression.

• Were content with serving her children and 

husband. Had limited ambitions.

• Did not get involved with ‘men’s business’. 

Lady Macbeth subverts the patriarchal society of the 

Jacobean era, as she is presented as masculine, 

dominant and controlling over Macbeth at the start 

of the play; she coerces (forces) Macbeth into 

committing regicide against King James.

However, by the end of the play she completes a 

metamorphosis and becomes the antithesis of her 

former self; she becomes consumed by the guilt of 

King Duncan’s murder, resulting in madness and her 

eventual suicide. This is LMs punishment for regicide.

1.Summarise in 5 bullet points:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

2. What is the Divine Right of Kings and how does this 

influence the audience’s opinions of Macbeth’s actions?

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

______________________________________________

3.Why do you think Shakespeare ends the play with 

Macbeth losing the throne and being murdered?  What 

message is Shakespeare sending to the audience?

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

______________________________________________

In the Jacobean era, people believed in the ideology 

of ‘The Divine Right of Kings’.

The Divine right was an ancient idea that began with 

Europe's medieval kings. They claimed that Kings had 

been chosen by God and were his representatives on 

Earth. 

These kings had absolute power and could do as they 

liked. They expected total obedience from the people 

they ruled.

It also meant that serving your king was a great 

honour (the battle scene), whilst rebelling against the 

king was the worst possible political crime a person 

could commit. This makes Macbeth’s regicide of King 

Duncan an unforgivable sin, as he has effectively 

‘murdered’ God in the eyes of the audience.

Macbeth is not chosen by God, he was chosen by the 

devil (witches) and therefore is not a true King. This is 

why he loses the throne, which eventually goes to the 

rightful heir (Malcolm). At the end of the play, 

Macbeth is beheaded. Shakespeare sends a powerful 

message to the audience here; good will always 

conquer evil and The Divine Right of Kings will return 

to the natural order. Also, if you attempt to commit 

regicide you will be punished by death; like Macbeth, 

Lady Macbeth and Guy Fawkes.

Macbeth is a tragic hero – he gives in to his hamartia 

(fatal flaw) which is his need for ambition



Macbeth Key Quotations

1. ‘’Fair is foul, and foul is fair’’– The Witches (Act 1 sc.1).

2. ‘’For brave Macbeth – well, he deserves that name’’ 

The captain reporting on Macbeth’s courage and loyalty in the battle, to King Duncan (Act 1 sc.2)

3. ‘’why do I yield to that suggestion/ Whose horrid image doth unfix my hair/ And make my seated heart knock at my rib’’ 

Macbeth implying he is contemplating murdering King Duncan, after the witches prophecies (Act 1 sc.3).

4. ‘‘Come, you spirits/ That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here/ And fill me from the crown to the toe top-full/Of direst cruelty.“ 

LM fears Macbeth is too weak to go through with the murder. She asks spirits to make her more masculine, in order to dominate Macbeth and commit regicide (Act 1 sc.5).

5. ‘’When you durst do it, then you were a man.’’ 

LM undermines her husband’s masculinity after he changes his mind about murdering Duncan, in an attempt to manipulate him (Act 1 sc. 7).

6. ‘’Is this a dagger which I see before me/The handle toward my hand?’’ 

This opening line of Macbeth’s soliloquy introduces his internal debate about whether or not he should accept the ‘dagger’ and kill Duncan. His hallucination demonstrates his struggle with 

morality ( Act 2 sc. 2).

7. ‘’Macbeth doth murder sleep…  Will all great Neptune’s ocean wash this blood clean from my hand?’’ 

Macbeth’s obsession with the blood demonstrates his instant guilt and descent into madness after the murder is committed (Act 2 sc.2).



8. ‘’My hands are of your colour, but I shame to wear a heart so white’’ 

LM after she plants the daggers on the guards for Macbeth, as he cannot face his sin. Here colour imagery demonstrates the contrast between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth; it also 

maintains the focus on Macbeth’s guilty hands. (Act 2 sc .2)

9. ‘’ O, full of scorpions is my mind’’ 

Macbeth descends further into madness as he desire to keep the throne consumes him. He is metaphorically poisoned by ambition, and paranoid thoughts of Banquo's sons taking the 

throne (Act 3 sc. 1).

10. ‘’Thou canst not say I did it; never shake thy gory locks at me!’’ 

After ordering Banquo’s murder, Macbeth hallucinates Banquo’s ghost at his celebration feast. He is being metaphorically haunted by his sins (Act 3 sc.4).

11. ‘’ By the pricking of my thumbs, something wicked this way comes’’ 

The Witches. Macbeth meets the witches again to seek further advice. They show Macbeth more prophecies, which he interprets to means he is invincible (Act 4 sc.1)

12. ‘’This tyrant, who sole name blisters on out tongue, was once thought honest’’ 

Malcolm about Macbeth. Juxtaposes how Macbeth was described in Act 1 sc.2, emphasising his downfall (Act 4.sc.3).

13. ‘’Out, damned spot! Out, I say! […] will these hands ne’er be clean?’’ 

LM has descended into madness as a result of guilt. She is antithesis of her former self (Act 5 sc. 1).

14. ‘’Out, out, brief candle! Life's but a walking shadow…It is a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing.” 

When Macbeth is informed of LM’s suicide, he is apathetic. He states life no longer has any meaning.

15. ‘’Behold, where stands, the usurper's cursed head’’ 

Macbeth is murdered by Macduff. Macbeth’s role as a ‘usurper’ shows that he never deserved the crown, while the reference to his head reminds us that the ‘head’ of Scotland has now 

been removed, ready for Malcolm to take charge and the natural order of the Divine Right of Kings to be resumed.

TYRANT


