
Mini Language Paper 1 AQA Exam
Section E:

Q5: Creative writing 

(Q5)

Section D:

To what extent do 

you agree? (Q4)

Section C:

How has the writer 

structure the text to.. 

(Q3)

Section B:

How does the writer 

use language to (Q2)

Section A: 

Comprehension (Q1)

• Content & Organisation (4 

marks)

• You should include:

• Strong description

• Language techniques

• Varied sentence lengths

• Clear atmosphere

• Technical Accuracy (4 marks)

• You are marked on:

• Spelling

• Punctuation

• Sentence control

• To reach top marks:

• Use ambitious vocabulary

• Use punctuation accurately 

(commas, full stops, dashes)

• Decide if  you agree, 

disagree, or partly agree.

• Give clear reasons.

• Use quotations from the 

extract.

• Analyse language and 

structure to support your 

judgement.

• Read the quotation carefully.

• Explore how the writer builds 

suspense/creates atmosphere 

etc.

• Structural techniques, such 

as: 

• Cliff-hanger – Ending without 

resolution

• Repetition of  an image –

Same idea repeated

• Non-chronological order –

Not in time order

• Cyclical structure – Ending 

mirrors beginning etc.

• Analysing the effect of  

structural techniques 

• Read the quotation 

carefully.

• Decide what it suggests 

about thoughts or feelings.

• Pick out key words from 

the quotation.

• Identify techniques such as:

metaphors/similes/personifi

cation/triple/alliteration/ 

semantic field etc.

• Identify key words and 

comment on the effect: 

verbs/adjectives/noun/adve

rbs etc.

• Explain how these create 

mood or meaning.

• Understand what is 

happening in the extract.

• Select the correct meaning 

of  a phrase.

• Identify a detail that shows 

a character’s feelings or 

awareness.



One fiction text with four questions to assess your ability to analyse, evaluate and understand. 25% of GCSE

Question 4:
To what extent…

/20

Question 3:
Structure

/8

Question 2:
Language

/8

Question 1:
Multiple choice 

/4

You’ll be given a statement 

about the text and asked how 

far do you agree? 

 20 marks = 25 minutes

 A04 – Evaluate

 Focus on writers methods. 

This means techniques! 

 You can discuss both 

structure and language 

here. 

How has the writer 

STRUCTURED the text to…?

Suspense/tension/mood/persp

ective

 8 marks = 10 minutes

 AO2 – structure

 You will need to think about 

the WHOLE source

How does the writer use 

LANGUAGE to…?

 8 marks = 15 minutes

 The extract will be 

reprinted on your answer 

page

 AO2  - Language

 Don’t stray from the lines 

given as you won’t be 

credited for it.  

Finding information – multiple 

choice

Before you begin: read the 

source.

 4 marks = 5 minutes

 Only look at the lines 

named

 AO1 

 Tick the relevant boxes

Assessment Objectives

Section A – Reading

AO1: identify and interpret explicit and 
implicit information and ideas. And, select 
and synthesise evidence from different 
texts

AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how 
writers use language and structure to 
achieve effects and influence readers, using 
relevant subject terminology to support 
their views

AO4: Evaluate texts critically and support 
this with appropriate textual references

Section B – Creative Writing

AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively and 
imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, 
style and register for different forms, 
purposes and audiences. Organise 
information and ideas, using structural and 
grammatical features to support coherence 
and cohesion of texts

AO6: Candidates must use a range of 
vocabulary and sentence structures for 
clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate 
spelling and punctuation.



Q2: Language Analysis (8 marks/ 15 minutes)

Two PEAKTL paragraphs 

Mark schemeSentence Starters Planning your answer 

Level 4: Perceptive, detailed (7-8 marks)

• Shows detailed and perceptive understanding of  language

• Analyses the effects of  the writer’s choices of  language

• Selects a range of  judicious quotations/references

• Uses sophisticated subject terminology accurately

Level 3: Clear, relevant (5-6 marks)

• Shows clear understanding of  language

• Clearly explains the effects of  the writer’s choices of  language

• Selects a range of  relevant quotations/references

• Uses subject terminology accurately

Level 2: Some attempt (3-4 marks)

• Shows some understanding of  language/

• Attempts to comment on the effects of  the writer’s choices of  

language

• Selects some relevant quotations/references

• Uses some subject terminology, not always appropriately

Level 1: Simple, limited (1-2 marks)

• Shows simple awareness of  language

• Offers simple comment on the effect of  language

• Simple references or textual details.

• Simple mention of  subject terminology

PEAKTL X 2

Point: The writer presents ____________ because/as______

Evidence: ‘’_________________________________’’

Analysis:

• This suggests…

• This makes the reader feel…

• This could also imply….

• This creates an impression of…

Key words:

• The word “[specific word]” has connotations of… which 

suggests…..

• The writer chooses the phrase ‘’[insert specific phrase]’’ to imply….

Techniques: Use your toolkit!

• Furthermore, the writer uses a [insert technique] to imply… 

• The use of  [insert technique] implies… 

Link to another quotation:

• This is also shown in ‘’______________________________’’ which 

suggests…

Read the question 

carefully! What are you being 

asked to analyse?

Find 3 quotations –

these must have interesting 

key words and techniques!

Use your Writer’s 

Toolkit to help with your 

analysis!



Writer’s Toolkit: Techniques
DefinitionTechnique

Compares one thing to another as if  it IS LITERALLY that thing. E.g. The wind was a 

howling dog.

Metaphor

The repetition of  the initial letter of  each word e.g. tall, towering trees that’s done 

purposefully for effect.

Alliteration

Multiple words that all relate to the same topic e.g. gun, tank, soldier and trench all 

come from the semantic field of  war. 

Semantic field

Compares one thing to another using like or as. E.g. The wind was like a howling dog. Simile

Language used to make the reader feel a particular emotion. Emotive Language

Using the same word more than onceRepetition

Giving an animal or an inanimate object human qualities. E.g. the tree waved. Personification

Using a word more than once for effectTriple 

Two things that contrast each otherJuxtaposition



Q3: How does the writer use structure to…. Build suspense? Mystery? An atmosphere of? Sense of?

Q3 Mark scheme

Level 4 / Perceptive, detailed / 7-8 marks

Shows detailed and perceptive understanding of structure

Analyses the effects of the writer’s choices of structure

Selects a range of judicious quotations/references

Uses sophisticated subject terminology accurately

Level 3 / Clear, relevant / 5-6 marks

Shows clear understanding of structure

Clearly explains the effects of the writer’s choices of structure

Selects a range of relevant quotations/references

Uses subject terminology accurately

Level 2 / Some, attempts / 3-4 marks

Shows some understanding of structure

Attempts to comment on the effects of the writer’s choices of 

structure

Selects some relevant quotations/references

Uses some subject terminology, not always appropriately

Level 1 / Simple, limited / 1-2 marks

Shows simple awareness of structure

Offers simple comment on the effect of structure

Simple references or textual details.

Simple mention of subject terminology

Big Idea?

Analysis Structural 

Techniques

EvidencePointStart

AnalysisStructural 

Techniques

EvidencePointMiddle

Analysis Structural 

Techniques

EvidencePointEnd

Structural Techniques

• Shifting between times and places

• Sudden introduction to new characters at 

significant points 

• Switching between different points of view 

• Flashbacks 

• Repetition of an image or point of view

• Cyclical structure – returning at the end to 

what happened at the beginning 

• Chronological narrative 

• Non- chronological narrative (not in time 

order

• Omission (when the writer holds back 

information, usually to create suspense) 

• Foreshadowing (a warning or indication of a 

future event) 

This creates a sense of…

This makes the reader feel….as…

Here, the reader questions if…..

The writer focuses our attention on…

This shifts from….

Suspense increases/decreases as….

This foreshadows…



Q4: To what extent do you agree or disagree?( 20 marks/ 25 minutes)

A04: Evaluate critically and support with appropriate textual references

 Make a judgment about how effective something is and explain why, giving your opinion

 Choose appropriate quotations 

 Evaluate how successful the writer’s choice of  language is and how this impacts your opinion 

Mark schemeSentence Starters Planning your answer 

Level 4 - Perceptive, detailed evaluation - 16–20 marks

Shows perceptive and / or detailed evaluation:

• Develops a convincing and critical response to the focus of the 

statement 

• Shows perceptive understanding of writer’s methods 

• Selects a range of judicious textual detail 

• Evaluates critically and in detail the effect(s) on the reader 

Level 3/ Clear, relevant evaluation / 11-15 marks

Shows clear and relevant evaluation:

• Makes a clear and relevant response to the focus of the statement 

• Shows clear understanding of writer’s methods 

• Selects a range of relevant textual references 

• Evaluates clearly the effect(s) on the reader 

Level 2/ Some evaluation / 6-10 marks

Shows some attempts at evaluation:

• Makes some response to the focus of the statement

Shows some understanding of writer’s methods 

• Selects some appropriate textual reference(s) 

• Makes some evaluative comment(s) on effect(s) on the reader 

Level 1/Simple, limited/ 1-5 marks

Shows simple, limited evaluation:

• Makes a simple, limited response to the focus of the statement

• Shows a limited understanding of writer’s methods 

• Selects simple, limited textual reference(s) 

• Makes simple, limited evaluative comment(s) on effect(s) on reader 

Agree:

I strongly agree with the statement because…

The writer effectively creates the impression that…

This is convincing because the writer uses…

One reason this is successful is…

Disagree:

I do not fully agree because…

The writer does not successfully create…

This is less convincing because…

Evaluating effect:

The writer achieves this through the use of…

This technique is effective because it makes the 

reader…

The choice of  [word/phrase/structure] successfully 

suggests…

This skilfully creates an impression of…

This therefore encourages me to agree/disagree as…

Adding depth:

Alternately, this could also be interpreted as…

On the other hand, some readers might think…

This is particularly powerful because…

Overarching idea: Do you agree or disagree, and 

why?

1. Judgement: Give your first reason as to why you 

agree or disagree

2. Evidence: Support with a quotation – ‘’This 

encourages me to agree with the statement 

as….’’

3. Techniques & effect:

• What are the impact of  the writer’s choice of  key 

words? What effect do techniques create?

• Structure choices?

• Language choices?

• How does the writer’s choice of  techniques affect 

your opinion?

4. Evaluate: Summarise how and why this choice of  

quotation encourages you to agree/disagree with the 

statement.

X 3



Q5 Creative Writing



As the day came to an end, a lively group of school students filled the bus on their 

way home. The double-decker, a familiar sight in the rainy streets, rattled along the 

slick road. The bus driver, a sturdy man with a thick moustache and a serious look, 

navigated the wet conditions with precision. Outside, the rain poured down, making 

the world appear blurry and soft. The rhythmic patter of raindrops on the roof 

contrasted sharply with the boisterous chatter of the students inside. Did they even 

notice the gloomy weather?

Zoom out:

Describe a range 

of things in your 

setting

Students 

on a school 

bus

Paragraph 1: Zoom Out!

Paint a very detailed picture of your scene as a whole! 

The weather – can you reflect the mood of the description/story?

Buildings/ people/ animals/ vehicles etc.

What else might you be able to see/hear/smell?

Among the crowd sat a Year 11 boy, dressed in his tidy school uniform; he looked 

anything but cheerful. His shoulders slumped under the weight of the day. After 

receiving a detention for being late, he dreaded the talk he would have to have with 

his parents. Their disappointed looks haunted him. What of the upcoming mock 

exams? His mind raced, anxiety enveloping him like a thick fog.

Appearance?

Thinking?

Feeling?

Doing?

Y11 boy 

on way 

home from 

school

Paragraph 2: Zoom in on a person!

Describe their appearance. Does it contrast or match the setting? 

SHOW their feelings – by describing the way they are stood and their facial 

expressions.

Describe them moving about the setting while giving an insight into their 

thoughts – what are they thinking about? Worrying about? 

Wrapped in a Burnley Football Club scarf, he sought comfort in its familiar warmth. 

The wool felt soft against his skin, providing a sense of security. As he stroked the 

claret and blue fabric, a pleasant scent of grass and rain filled his senses, flooding 

back memories of happier times... The scarf, slightly frayed at the edges, still boasted 

vibrant colours, reminding him of days filled with joy and passion.

What does it look 

like?

Emotions 

associated with 

it?

Sensory 

description?

Football 

scarf

Paragraph 3: Shift to an object!

Get your character to notice an object e.g. a piece of jewellery, a photograph, 

a souvenir from holiday etc. that’s in their location 

Describe it in detail – what does it look like? What would it feel like to touch 

it? 

If the object is small, get your character to pick it up and turn it over in their 

hands while describing what it is like. 

If the object is large, get your character to walk towards it and touch it – what 

does it feel like? 

End your paragraph with explaining what your character’s emotional 

connection to the object is

Suddenly, he was whisked back to his first Burnley match with his grandad. The 

atmosphere at Turf Moor was electric. Cheers erupted from passionate fans; the smell 

of hot dogs wafted through the stands, mingling with the fresh-cut grass. His 

grandad had placed the scarf around his neck, a warm gesture that symbolised their 

close bond. In that moment, surrounded by excitement and love, he found a glimmer 

of hope—offering a light against the shadows of his current worries.

Sensory 

description:

See/hear/smell/ta

ste/feel

Memory of 

being 

given scarf 

on first 

football 

match

Paragraph 4: Flashback!

Flash back to a memory involving the object e.g. when your character first 

received it or a special memory that relates to a person with it like being on 

holiday together and bringing it back.

Describe it in detail – what happened? Who was there? Describe them. What 

was the weather like?  

Include how your character felt and what that moment meant to them. 

He smiled, knowing today will pass and tomorrow will be brighter.One 

sentence

Paragraph 5: End it in a sentence!

Use a one sentence paragraph or one word paragraph to finish off your story. 

E.g. That was a time when everything was perfect.

B band Style Model 2: Character and an object



The ‘as if verb’ sentence

He pulled absently at some 
grass, as if searching for 
memories. 

Using dashes instead of brackets 
sentence

The roof – the straw thatch –
was gone. 

So, so sentence

There was one item, so small, so 
unrecognisable, it didn’t register. 

The three-verb sentence

The monster pushed, crashed 
and smashed its way through. 

UPGRADE YOUR 
SENTENCE

The more, more, more sentence 

The more he worried, the more 
he felt uncomfortable, the more 
he wanted to leave. 

Adjectives at the start sentence

Cold and hungry, martin waited 
for someone to take pity on him. 

The less, less, less sentence

The less I tried, the less I 
cared, the less I got 

Two similes sentence

It could have been Esther’s, as 
black as jet, as dark as the 
night.





Writing Levels
Technical AccuracyContent & Organisation

13-16 marks
•Wide range of accurate punctuation. 
•Full range of sentence types.
•Nearly all accurate spelling. 
•Accurate grammar

19-24 marks
•Convincing & compelling communication
•Tone, style and purpose matched to audience
•Extensive crafting of persuasive techniques & use 
of ambitious vocab
•Varied use of structural techniques
•Complex ideas
•Fluent paragraphs

Level 4

Confident & 
thoughtful 

communication

9-12 marks
Range of mostly accurate punctuation. 
Variety of sentence types
Generally accurate spelling
Mostly accurate grammar

13-18 marks
Consistently clear
Consistent tone and style
Sophisticated vocabulary and a range of persuasive 
techniques
Language chosen for effect
Effective structural features
Clear, connected ideas
Coherent paragraphs

Level 3

Consistent, clear 
communication

5-8 marks
Some accurate punctuation – but variety in 
its use. 
Attempted a variety of sentence types but 
not always accurate.
Some accurate spelling
Some accurate grammar

7-12 marks
•Some sustained communication
•Some sustained use of tone and style
•Conscious choices of language and use of some 
persuasive techniques
•Some structural techniques
•Variety of linked/relevant ideas
•Paragraphs

Level 2

Some successful 
communication

1-4 marks
Occasionally accurate punctuation
Simple use of sentence types.
Accurate basic spelling
Limited control of grammar

1-6 marks
•Simple ideas and communication
•Simple awareness of tone and style
•Simple vocabulary and persuasive techniques
•Simple structural devices
•One or two relevant ideas
•Incoherent paragraph structure

Level 1

Simple, limited 
communication

Q5 Creative Writing 
Success criteria

Have you:

 Used each stage of the style 
model/toolkit

Used a variety of language techniques

Used a variety of structure techniques

Used varied sentence starters in each 
section

Varied sentence structures (the more, 
the more, the more)

Range of punctuation

No more than two characters / settings

Varied sentence types (short and long) 

Used ambitious vocabulary

Checked your spelling 

Checked your writing is clear


