
Dear Families,

Welcome to our half‑term newsletter. I
am delighted to share some of the
fantastic opportunities and
achievements our students have
experienced over the past few weeks,
of which there is more detail inside.
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This half‑term has been filled with enriching activities both in and out of
school. Students enjoyed an inspiring visit to Accrington Library, our
GCSE PE cohort challenged themselves during a high‑ropes residential,
and we welcomed visiting theatre companies who brought creativity
and performance to life across a range of year groups. 

Our Year 8 students also took part in Speed Networking, meeting a wide
variety of professionals and gaining valuable insight into future
pathways and careers.

We continue to be incredibly proud of the enthusiasm, resilience and
curiosity our students show every day.

Thank you for your continued support. We hope you and your families
have a safe and enjoyable half term break. We look forward to
welcoming students back refreshed and ready for the next half term.

http://www.shuttleworthcollege.org/
https://twitter.com/?logout=1656488942222
https://www.instagram.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ShuttleworthCollegePad/


IMPORTANT INFORMATION

STAFFING UPDATES
Mrs England remains off poorly at the moment. We send her our very
best wishes and will continue to keep parents and carers updated next
half term.

While Ms Grice and Mrs Burns are currently off work, we are pleased to
introduce Mr Bunyan, who is stepping in as the acting Head of Year 10.
He will be working closely with students, staff and families to ensure
continuity and support across the year group.

A REMINDER ABOUT ROAD SAFETY
To help keep all our students safe at the start and end of the school day,
we politely ask parents and carers to follow road safety regulations when
collecting children.

Please avoid parking on yellow lines or across residents’ driveways on the
main road. Your cooperation makes a significant difference to the safety
and respect of our local community.

VISITING SCHOOL
We kindly remind parents and carers that visits to school should only be
made by appointment. Staff are often teaching, supervising students or
engaged in meetings, and it is not always possible for someone to meet
with you unexpectedly. To ensure you receive the support and time you
need, please contact school in advance to arrange an appointment.



NEWS & EVENTS
EDUCATIONAL VISIT TO ACCRINGTON LIBRARY
Miss Walsh, our school librarian, recently accompanied two students to Accrington Library
for an inspiring talk by writer Hamza Jahanzeb. Hamza shared his remarkable journey
explaining that he had challenging start in life but still went on to build a successful career in
publishing. He spoke about the people he’s met along the way and his recent work
co‑authoring a book on the life and career of Chappell Roan.

The event was both fun and thought‑provoking. Students were encouraged to reflect on
what matters most to them and to express those ideas creatively. We are delighted to share
that Grace won a book prize for her beautifully written and heartfelt poetry. Hamza kindly
signed Grace’s copy, making the moment even more memorable.

In addition, Hamza generously
donated a signed copy of his book
to the school library, giving all
students the chance to enjoy and
be inspired by his work.

Throughout the visit, the students
demonstrated exemplary
behaviour and impeccable
manners. They represented
Shuttleworth College with pride,
and Miss Walsh was pleased to
have the opportunity to
accompany them to the event.



BRONTE SISTERS MINI-BOOK SESSION
Mrs Berry’s 7C3 class took part in a Bronte sisters mini-book session in the library as an
extension of their study of 19  century literature! th

HIGH ADVENTURES
On Monday 19th January, 24 Y10 and Y11 students visited High Adventure Outdoor Education
Centre for 2 days. This was to complete an intense indoor rock-climbing course to contribute
to their GCSE PE practical grade.

On arriving, students were allocated their
rooms for the stay, and the groups that they
would be working in. It was time to meet the
instructors and see what the 2 days would
entail. I think a few were quite shocked about
how busy they would be but it was all very
worthwhile!

Group 1 with Mrs Gabriel headed straight for
the boulder walls where students learnt
techniques for travelling across the wall and
group 2 with Mr Campbell and Mr Baiamonte
were tasked with learning how to tie various
knots that they would be using when climbing
and belaying.

After lunch, the groups headed into the indoor
wall where they learnt other ways of getting up
the wall with techniques such as mantel, lay
back, bridge and smearing and were able to
practice these on different difficulties of routes
up the wall.

The group had tea and a little bit of free time to
organise their beds and practice their knots
before the evenings activity - speed climbing.



This introduced the competitive element of the course, students had to climb 2 at a time
against each other, up the same route to see who could get to the top 1st! This brought out
the competitive element in all and Charlie H was the fastest, getting to the top of the wall in
15 seconds!

Everyone was exhausted by bedtime and slept well, ready for the second day.

Mrs Gabriel’s group started with learning knots, while Mr Campbell’s group went to the
boulder wall. The afternoon consisted of everyone at the main indoor wall, learning how to
climb overhangs and the technique of belaying their peers.



The High Adventure instructors awarded Lexie S with a t-shirt to congratulate her on her
perseverance and resilience as well as gaining the top mark out of both groups.

Everyone had a great time, and it was a successful trip for many, gaining marks towards their
practical section of their GCSE PE. 

Well done to everyone who attended!



BURNLEY COLLEGE MEGA HUB EVENT
Miss Melvin took a group of year 9 students to
Burnley College on 29  January 2026. The topic of
focus was AI. 

th

They had two groups who each chose an area
they would like to improve through using AI
prototypes they had learnt about that day to aid
this. One group chose the importance of allowing
equal opportunities in accessing a high-quality
education through an AI tutoring app and the
other group chose to create an AI carbon
compass to tackle our increasing energy
consumption and reduce the effects it has on
climate change. 

Both groups then presented amazingly using their communication skills and answered
any questions the staff had for them. Well done Year 9!



FIRST BYTE THEATRE COMPANY
On Friday 30th January, year 9 and year 10
students watched a powerful performance and
took part in an interactive workshop led by First
Byte Theatre Company.

Students experienced Toxic, a hard-hitting
touring production that explores the pressure to
be the strongest, the loudest and the one who
wins. The play follows best friends Leo, Jamie and
Ben as they compete in the race for Head Boy,
revealing what can happen when pressure and
competition take over.

Through fast-paced drama and discussion, Toxic
examined how the demands of UK school life
can reinforce harmful male stereotypes. The
performance explored themes of competition,
emotional suppression and the damaging cycle
of aggression that can develop when boys feel
unable to be vulnerable. Students engaged
thoughtfully with both the performance and
workshop, gaining valuable insight into the
importance of emotional honesty and healthy
ways to manage pressure.



SPEED NETWORKING WITH YEAR 8
In Early February, 25 former students, apprentices, employees, employers and colleges
joined us for our first ever Year 8 Speed Networking event! 

We’ve run Speed Networking successfully for Year 10 for a number of years, but we
think that younger students benefit from learning that there is a wide variety of
opportunity for them in education, training and career pathways. We want
Shuttleworth students to Dream Big, and that starts with our careers programme. 

Our students spent some time in form
preparing in advance for the event,
considering positive body language, active
listening, making a good impression and
writing lists of questions to ask each guest. 

Mrs Ackroyd, Careers Leader, said, “What a
wonderful morning! There was a real buzz
around the room as our Year 8 students made
the most of the opportunity – they asked
questions, learnt about qualifications and
different work experiences and they were
really positive about their future routes. I hope
they’ve been inspired to start some career
research. It was wonderful to have all of our
guests with us, but really special to have so
many former students come back to help,
showing our current students how to chase
their dreams.”





We are very grateful to all our visitors – they made the event a brilliant success! Could
you or a colleague spare an hour to help us with our next event? Email
fackroyd@shuttleworth.lancs.sch.uk for more information.

mailto:fackroyd@shuttleworth.lancs.sch.uk


Y7 PREMIER LEAGUE INSPIRES CHALLENGE
Year 7 took part in the Premier League Inspires Challenge on the 3rd February
where they pitched their very own wellbeing initiative to a panel of judges. They
blew the judges away with their thoughtful, creative ideas surrounding a variety of
activities to help young peoples mental health and WON! They will now present
their project at the new Everton, Hill Dickinson Stadium in April. We can't wait! 

Our winners are Holly Spence, Matthew Slater, Elsa Duerden and Luke Ainsworth.



FACULTY FOCUS

HUMANITIES
GEOGRAPHY
Year 7 students are building a
strong understanding of weather
and climate. They are exploring the
difference between weather and
climate and investigating the
difference between anticyclones
and depressions. They learn why
clouds form, the different types of
clouds, and the three types of
rainfall – relief, frontal, and
convectional. Pupils also measure
and record weather data, using
synoptic symbols to read weather
charts just like real meteorologists.
It’s an eye-opening unit that helps
them understand the science
behind the forecasts we all rely on!



Year 8 students are exploring the fascinating topic of population.
They’re learning how census data is collected and why it matters,
discovering where people live across the globe, and investigating
how different countries have tried to control population growth. A
key focus is developing the vital geography skill of interpreting
population pyramids, helping students understand age structures,
growth patterns, and what they reveal about a country’s future. It’s
a powerful way to connect numbers to real-world stories.

Year 9 are embarking on an exciting
journey across the continent of
Africa. They begin by exploring the
dangers of a “single-sided story,”
challenging stereotypes and
building a more balanced
understanding of the continent.
Students then delve into the history
of colonialism, examine modern
trading relationships with China, and
investigate Africa’s climate and the
issue of desertification. By looking at
how Africa has changed over time,
pupils gain a deeper, more
thoughtful understanding of its rich
history, global connections, and
future challenges.



PSHE
Within PSHE this half term, Year 7 have been continuing their
studies within Citizenship, exploring the Protected Characteristics.

Year 8 have explored Modern Families and Marriage looking at data
and family changes over the last 100 years, around the world.

Year 9 have been exploring Options, both GCSE and Post 16. In
addition to this, they have also received a careers session from
Paul, our schools link at Nelson and Colne College.



We have also taken part in the Premier League Inspires Challenge,
taking two teams from Year 7 and Year 10. Students have devised a
project which focuses on young people’s wellbeing and supporting
any challenges they may face.

Within KS4, Year 10
continue their work on
religion and beliefs,
covering topics such as
forgiveness, the afterlife,
dietary requirements and
the law. Year 11 have
delved into buying and
selling houses, looking at
different options, lenders
and rent. 

We have also welcomed into school the Passenger Safety
Education programme, ‘YOLO.’ This is a theatre presentation for
Year 9 about passenger safety and the importance of seatbelts. 





RE
KS3 have started new topics this
half term. The History of Western
Religions is our next focus within
Year 7, exploring the connections
between the Abrahamic faiths
(Judaism, Christianity and Islam)
and how this has changed over
time and shaped the world we
live in today. Year 8 are taking this
a step further, learning about
faith in action and our duty
towards others, with a specific
focus on charity and activism.
Year 9 are developing their own
opinion on whether or not
religion is positive or negative in
the modern world.

HISTORY
History students across the school have been busy developing their
historical knowledge and enquiry skills through a range of
fascinating topics.

In Year 7, historians are delving into the
medieval world. They have recently explored
the Norman Conquest, debating the extent to
which the Normans disrupted life in England
and how far things really changed after 1066.
Building on this, students are now
investigating the role of women in the
medieval period and asking an important
question: were medieval women able to rule?
Through case studies of Empress Matilda,
Eleanor of Aquitaine, and Melisende of
Jerusalem, students are challenging
traditional assumptions and developing their
ability to evaluate power, authority, and
historical evidence.



Year 8 historians have just
completed their local study
of the Pendle Witches.
They examined whether
Lancashire truly faced a
witchcraft problem in the
17th century, exploring the
wider causes of the
witchcraze, including the
influence of James I and
his work Demonology.
Students then investigated
the events surrounding
one of the most famous
witch trials in British
history, developing their
skills in analysing
interpretations and
questioning how fear,
belief, and power shaped
events.

In Year 9, students have been focusing
on the 20th century, studying some of
the most significant and transformative
events in modern history. Their work has
included the First World War, the inter-
war years, and the Second World War,
helping them to understand how global
conflict, political change, and social
upheaval shaped the world they live in
today.

Beyond the classroom, all students at Shuttleworth have taken part in
important history-themed assemblies, including those marking Black History
Month, Remembrance, and Holocaust Memorial Day. These assemblies
encourage reflection, deepen students’ understanding of the past, and
highlight the continued relevance of history in shaping values such as
tolerance, respect, and remembrance.











On the 12th December Mrs Gabriel took a group of Y10 & 11 girls to a
Girls in Sport Day at Nelson and Colne College. This was organised by
Burnley Football Club to promote the college courses that they
provide.

The girls were involved in competitive games of football and netball
(winning all matches except one) and then more fun based games of
badminton and cricket. They also took part in a sports quiz.

The girls conducted themselves brilliantly; their attitude, effort and
sportsmanship were exemplary. They were overall winners of the day,
and Isabella Salmon was rewarded with the overall sportsperson of
the day, winning a stadium tour to Turf Moor for 30 people!

Well done to all the girls involved - a great day for Shuttleworth sports!

Celebrating‌
our ‌Students‌
Celebrating‌
our ‌Students‌



At Burnley Football Club, we, along with other schools, started to
devise a project, aimed at how to support young people's mental
wellbeing. 

The students involved were fantastic, coming up with some exciting
opportunities to support self esteem, confidence and wellbeing in a
variety of ways! Their enthusiasm and drive surrounding this topic is
amazing! Well done all!





Congratulations from the Creative department to the winners of the
Rainforest Menu competition.



Cora Phillips 7O Runner Up







Congratulations to all the students who have received awards in
assembly this week.

STUDENT REWARDS













SHUTTLEWORTH SOCIAL MEDIA
You can keep up to date with the latest information, news and events on our
social networks. Just click the logos.

https://www.facebook.com/ShuttleworthCollegePad/
https://twitter.com/Shuttle_College
https://www.instagram.com/shuttle_college/




Safeguarding

News,

Correspondence

& Updates
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SAFEGUARDING

updated weekly on our website:-

https://shuttleworthcollege.org
/safeguarding-news-and-

correspondence/

https://shuttleworthcollege.org/safeguarding-news-and-correspondence/

https://shuttleworthcollege.org/safeguarding-news-and-correspondence/
https://shuttleworthcollege.org/safeguarding-news-and-correspondence/
https://shuttleworthcollege.org/safeguarding-news-and-correspondence/
https://shuttleworthcollege.org/safeguarding-news-and-correspondence/






































OPERATION ENCOMPASS



STAFF NEWS

The following staff will be leaving us this term.
Thank you for your hard work!

Mel Thomas
Keira Whittaker


