
Year 8 unit 7: The Industrial Revolution

Enquiry question: Was the Industrial Revolution a positive or negative experience for Britain?

Keyword Definition Keyword Definition

Industrial Revolution The rapid change from an agricultural economy to an 
industrial society.

Overlooker Man, in charge of maintaining the strict working regulations 
on the factory floor.

Steam engine Mechanical machine to create power in the factories Apprentice Young worker, training to become a tradesman.  Sometimes 
an orphan.

Loom Weaving machine used in the factories Back to back housing Two rooms up, two rooms down terraced house.
Privy A private closet, toilet. Pollution Air, water borne contamination of the environment.
Fulling mill A mill that cleans the raw material before it’s spun into 

thread.
weaving Making cloth from thread

typhoid (n) 
tuberculosis (n) 
cholera (n) 

Diseases that killed thousands of people in the 
overcrowded towns and cities

epidemic (n) A widespread occurrence of a contagious disease.  

Public Health Act Government laws passed in 1875 designed to improve the 
health of towns and cities in England.

Artisan’s Dwelling Act 
(n)

Act of Parliament that cleared slum houses from England.
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