
Reading Learning Journey: Year 9 Romeo and Juliet 
What are we learning?

This unit, will explore how Elizabethan attitudes are 

presented in William Shakespeare's timeless 

tragedy, Romeo and Juliet. 

Whilst studying the play, we’ll engage in critical 

analysis of Elizabethan attitudes towards religion, 

marriage, love, parenting, social hierarchy, gender 

expectations and family loyalty; exploring how 

these contextual factors are both presented and 

challenged throughout the play. We’ll also consider 

how these attitudes have changed over time, 

making comparisons to the 21st century.  

Through a variety of activities, discussions, and 

close textual analysis, we’ll develop out analytical 

skills, explore different interpretations, and 

broaden their perspectives on literary context. 

This unit will build on your Shakespearian 

knowledge from ‘The Tempest’ in Y7 and prepare 

you for studying ‘Macbeth’ at GCSE.

Employability Skills:

Gender discrimination in the 

workplace

Vocab 
Tragedy A genre of drama which 

depicts terrible events

Context information on the 

background/time 

period/author provided to 

the reader so that they can 

understand fully the events 

of the narrative.

Attitudes Thoughts, feelings & beliefs 

towards a topic

How does Shakespeare use language to 
present Elizabethan attitudes towards love in 

Act 2 scene 2 ?e?

Elizabethan context

How does Shakespeare use 
language to present 

Elizabethan attitudes towards 
women in Act 3 scene 5? 

How does Romeo and 
Juliet reflect 

Elizabethan attitudes? Reading the play



Knowledge Organiser: Year 9 Term 1 Romeo and Juliet
How does Shakespeare reflect the below Elizabethan attitudes in the play?

Co
nt

ex
t

Marriage Love Religion Patriarchal 
society

Parenting Social 
hierarchy/class

Monarchy Men vs 
Women

Business 

transaction to 

secure social 

standing/financial 

security

Parents usually 

assigned partners 

for their children

Married young

Restrained by 

religion and 

societal 

expectations

Elizabethan were 

romantics 

(expressed through 

literature and the 

arts)

Love was 

considered an 

important value in 

a relationship

Romance outside 

of relationships 

was considered  

sinful

Deeply religious 

(mainly 

Protestants or 

Catholics)

Believed in the 

‘Divine Right of 

Kings’: the 

belief kings 

were chosen by 

God to act as 

his 

representatives 

on earth

Men were the 

superior sex

Women were the 

inferior sex

Women were 

considered to be 

the ‘property’ of 

their fathers or 

husbands

Men were the 

head of the 

household

Children obeyed 

their parents

(based on the fifth 

commandment, 

which stated, 

“Honor thy father 

and mother”

In wealthier families, 

children were often 

raised by the 

household 

help/servants

Elizabethans 

believed in ‘The 

Great chain of 

being’ which 

dictated the 

hierarchy in 

society:

1. Gods

2. Angels

3. Humans (based 

on social class)

4. Plants

5. Non-living 

things

Queen Elizabeth 

1st reigned from 

1558-1603.

Queen Elizabeth 

was a supporter 

of 

Shakespeare’s 

plays, by which 

he earnt his title 

as the 

monarch’s 

playwright

Men had power in 

society. They were 

valued for their 

mental and physical 

strength

A woman’s role was 

generally confined 

to the household. 

Women were 

considered to be 

mentally and 

emotionally weak 

It was uncommon 

for girls to be 

educated

Sons were the family 

heirs which carried 

on the family lineage




