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Elizabethan atfitudes? What are we learning?

This unit, will explore how Elizabethan attitudes are

Reading the play

o __
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presented in William Shakespeare's timeless

Vocab tragedy, Romeo and Juliet.

Tragedy A genre of drama which

depicts terrible events Whilst studying the play, we'll engage in critical

analysis of Elizabethan attitudes towards religion,

Context information on the marriage, love, parenting, social hierarchy, gender
background/time

expectations and family loyalty; exploring how
period/author provided to P y loyalty; exploring

the reader so that they can these contextual factors are both presented and

understand fully the events challenged throughout the play. We'll also consider

of the narrative. how these attitudes have changed over time,

making comparisons to the 21t century.

How does Shakespeare use language 1o
present Elizabethan aftitudes Towards love in
Act 2 scene 2 ?

Attitudes Thoughts, feelings & beliefs
towards a topic

Through a variety of activities, discussions, and

close textual analysis, we'll develop out analytical

skills, explore different interpretations, and

broaden their perspectives on literary context.

This unit will build on your Shakespearian

How does Shakespeare use

knowledge from ‘The Tempest’ in Y7 and prepare

language 1o present
Elizabethan attitudes towards
women in Act 3 scene 57

you for studying ‘Macbeth’ at GCSE.

Employability Skills:
Gender discrimination in the
workplace
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How does Shakespeare reflect the below Elizabethan attitudes in the play?

Coritext

Marriage Love Religion | Patriarchal | Parenting y S°§‘a/‘ ‘ Monarchy Men vs
. ierarchy/class
sociely Women
Business Elizabethan were Deeply religious Men were the Children obeyed Elizabethans Queen Elizabeth

transaction to
secure social
standing/financial
security

Parents usually
assigned partners
for their children

Married young

Restrained by
religion and
societal
expectations

romantics
(expressed through
literature and the
arts)

o

Love was
considered an
important value in
a relationship

Romance outside
of relationships
was considered

sinful

(mainly
Protestants or
Catholics)

Believed in the
‘Divine Right of
Kings'’: the
belief kings
were chosen by
God to act as
his
representatives
on earth

1-

superior sex

l

Women were the
inferior sex

\

Women were
considered to be
the ‘property’ of

their fathers or
husbands

Men were the
head of the
household

their parents
(based on the fifth
commandment,
which stated,
“Honor thy father
and mother”

In wealthier families,
children were often
raised by the
household
help/servants

—

ok

believed in ‘The
Great chain of
being’ which
dictated the
hierarchy in
society:

. Gods
. Angels

Humans (based
on social class)
Plants
Non-living
things

1t reigned from
1558-1603.

Queen Elizabeth
was a supporter
of
Shakespeare’s
plays, by which
he earnt his title
as the
monarch’s

playwright

Men had power in
society. They were
valued for their
mental and physical
strength

A woman's role was
generally confined
to the household.

Women were
considered to be
mentally and
emotionally weak

It was uncommon
for girls to be
educated

Sons were the family
heirs which carried
on the family lineage




Romeo and Juliet Knowledge Organiser

Characters:
Romeo Montague — Son of the Montague family.
Juliet Capulet — Daughter of the Capulet family.

Mercutio — Friend to Romeo - neither Capulst
nor Montague.

Tybalt — Juliet's Cousin, 2 prominent Capulert.
Benvolio - Romeo's cousin.

Friar Lawrence — & Franciscan monk and friend
to both families.

Murse — Juliet’s confidante, very close to her,
motherly.

Prince Escalus - Leader of Verona, trying to keep
peace between the families.

Very Brief Plot Summary:

Act 1: Set in Verona, we find two warring families — the Montagues and the Capulets.
There is a ball and two young people meet and fall in love - Romeo Montague and
Julier Capulet. Their families will never allow this.

Act 2: Romeo and Juliet continue to see each other secretly. Romeo wishes he was not
a Montague and they decide that they will secretly marry.

Act 3: Tybalt (Juliet's cousin) tries to argue with Romeo, who refuses. Mercutio
(Romeo's friend) goads Tybalt into a fight and is killed by Tybalt when Romeo attempts
to stop them. Romeo then murders Tybalt in his anger.

Act &: Juliet asks for help from Friar Lawrence. He gives her a sleeping potion that will
make her appear dead so that on her supposed wedding day to Paris she will be carried
to the family vault, where Romeo will find her and whisk her away.

Act 5: Romeo doesn't receive the letter about the plan. He hears Juliet has died and
obtains a poison for himself. Romeo sees Juliet (assuming she is dead) and poisons
himself. Juliet awakes and realising what has happened kills herself. The two families
reconcile in the wake of the tragedy.

Honour: Maintaining family honour was seen as of great
importance. If you were challenged to a duel and refused,
your family would be seen as cowardly and this would
dishonour their status and power. This strong regard for
honour could often lead to violence and unrest.

Gender: Men controlled society. Women were sesn as the
waaker sex and were expected to be obedient to their
families and husbands.

Arranged Marriage: Arranged marriages between wealthy
families were never about love. They were arranged to
improve status, power and wealth.

Catholicism: Religion was wvery important at this time
and set in Italy, the Catholic church had great influenca.
Marriage was sacred and could not be undone. There was
a strong belief in 'damnation’ for mortal sin. Suicide was
considered a mortal sin.

Family and children: Children were considered property of
their parents. It was also common for children to have a
‘nurse’ and as a result, did not often have strong bonds with

their parents.

Courtly love: Courtly love was all about behaviour and was
supposed to be polite, restrained and courteous. Often gifts
ware exchanged but there was little contact. The notion of
‘courtly love' strongly opposes the passion and emotion we
associated with ‘real love'.

Key Quotations:

"8 pair of star-crossed lovers take their life” Prologue

“My child is yet a stranger in the world” Act 1 Scene 2

"It is too rough,

Too rude, too boisterous, and it pricks like a thorn.” Act 1, Scene 4
"0, she doth teach the torches to burn bright!" Act 1, Scene 5

"Did my heart love till now?" Act 1 Scene 5

“I will withdraw, but this intrusion shall, Now seeming sweat,
convart to bitterest gall!™ Act 1, Scene 5

“If he be married, my grave is like to be my wedding bed " Act 1,
Scene b

"My only love sprung from my only hata!

Too early seen unknown, and known too late!™ Act 1, Scene 5
“But, soft, what light through yonder window breaks?

It is the east, and Juliet is the sun." Act 2, Scene 1

"Oh Romeo, Romeo! Wherefore art thou Romeo?” Act 2, Scena 1
“Deny thy father and refuse thy name.” Act 2, Scens 2

“For this alliance may so happy prove

To turn your houssholds' rancour to pure love.” Act 2, Scene 1
“Parting is such sweet sorrow.” Act 2, Scene 1

"These violent delights have violent ends." Act 2, Scene 5

"A plague o'both your houses!™ Act 3, Scene 1

“Mercy but murders, pardoning those that kill.” &ct 3, Scene 1
"0 deadly sin! O rude unthankfulness!" Act 3 Scene 3

"Romeo, Romeo, Romeo! Here's drink: I drink to thee." Act &, Scene 3
My lady's dead! Oh curse the day that I was born! &Act &, Scene 5
"0 happy dagger,

This is thy sheath: there rust, and let me die.” "Act 5, Scene 3
"All are punished.” Act 5, Scene 3

“For never was a story of more woe, Than this of Juliet and her
Romeo.” Act &, Scene 3




