
Is religion a force for peace?

Theology and Social Science

The Causes of Conflict
These are generally accepted as the main causes of war – however different philosophers, historians and other individuals may disagree wit the categories.

Resources: World economy (financial security) can cause conflicts if one country has a resource another country needs (oil, gas)..

Ethnicity and Nationalism: group within a region or country is much larger than other groups, they can favour their own group over another, this can lead to the minority groups fighting civil wars.

Religion: conflict over which religion or how to interpret religion - Different religions followed in one place can cause conflict. Disputes within religions in how to practice or when a religious groups claim one area

as their God- given land.

Politics: If one group holds particular strong viewpoints on certain issues and then tries to enforce those views on other people or neighbouring countries, this can cause national or even world wars

Christianity and Conflict 

The Bible does not clearly answer questions of war and peace but gives Christians guidelines on how to work for peace and justice.   
Most Christians believe that war should be avoided if possible, and should only be undertaken if all efforts to resolve an issue by 
peaceful means have failed. Many Christians see war as the result of a failure to live by God's standards. 
Some Christians, such as Quakers, are pacifists and do not accept that war is ever justifiable as it goes against the Sanctity of Life 
(the belief that all life is precious and God-made) and the commandment (from the Ten Commandments) to not kill.  The taking of 
human life, even in warfare, is still considered a sin by Christian pacifists. 
Christians believe that they should follow the example of Jesus; and show compassion, kindness and forgiveness to those who wrong 
them.  Also, Jesus told his followers to be “peacemakers”.  Even when facing death, Jesus told his followers not to look for revenge. 
Christians are expected to stand up for fairness, justice and equality. 
There are certain situations, though, when some people have to die in order for more people to be protected.  This is where the idea 
of Just (or ‘fair’) War comes from.  A Just War is a war that is fought to protect innocent people, declared as a very last resort, and 
supported by the government.  Basically, it is a war to restore justice.

The Just War theory was first developed by St Thomas Aquinas. Aquinas was one of the most influential theologians of the last 1,000 years. The theory set 

out conditions against which to judge whether or not a war should be waged (jus ad bellum) and if it could be justified, and how it should be waged (jus 

in bello).

Rules for Just War

1. A war must be declared by a lawful authority.  A war can only be declared by a government, a ruler, or the UN.
2. A war must only be fought to bring about good. This means a war can only be fought to restore peace, to prevent suffering or 

prevent murder of innocent people.  The war must stop once this has happened.
3. War must be a last resort.  All other ways of resolving the conflict must have been tried.
4. There must be a good chance of success.  This means no country should go to war if they do not have a chance of winning.
5. Only necessary force can be used.  This means that you cannot use massive nuclear weapons against a tiny country, or 

poisoned gas against civilians.
6. Only legitimate targets can be attacked.  An example would be a military base or a weapons factory.  Hospitals, homes and 

civilians should never be attacked

Islam and Conflict 

It is the command of Allah that all live in peace, justice and brotherhood – therefore 

peace is always preferred.   Forgiveness and reconciliation is rewarded by Allah, so war 

is best avoided.  Muslims will always attempt diplomatic and peaceful means to resolve 

conflict first.  However, it is sometimes necessary to strive for justice through force and 

fighting.   

Harb al-Maqadis refers to war fought due to religious differences (or in defence of 

Islam). It is to protect the religious rights of Muslims. All the time, it must be viewed in line 

with lesser jihad, and the conditions for war, for the war to be just.

Most Muslims believe that war can be permitted if certain conditions are followed and 

certain rules are kept to.  The Lesser Jihad should only be used in defence; it should be 

the last resort, be led by a spiritual or religious leader that all Muslims accept, and 

civilians, crops and animals should be protected.  War should not be fought for greed 

or ambition or to capture other lands.  Also, a war should not be started without first 

being attacked for no reason.

In the Quran, there are very clear rules for using violence in war.  These rules include 

not harming trees or crops, a religious place of worship, women, children or men that 

are not fighting you, and not killing innocent people.  Animals should only be killed for 

food (eg: not for revenge or to deny others food or livelihood) and dead bodies must 

not be mutilated.


