
Is there purpose in human suffering?
Theology and Philosophy

Suffering The state of undergoing pain, 
distress or hardship

Natural Evil Suffering caused by natural events 
such as volcanoes, earthquakes, 
tsunamis and disease.

Moral 

Evil

Evil caused by humans towards 
each other such as murder, 
bullying, cheating, theft, etc.

Free Will The ability to have total freedom of 
choice and action.

Genesis The first book of the Old Testament 
in the Bible telling about the origins 
of the world, of life and of evil.

Theodicy An attempt to justify God’s 
existence in the face of evil and 
suffering.

Soul The non-physical, spiritual part of a 
person that lives on after death

What does 
Genesis teach 
about evil and 

suffering?

Humans are born with 
original sin.  This 
became part of 
human identity as a 
result of The Fall.

Humans have a 
natural instinct to sin 
and so must listen to 
God.

Evil exists because of 
Free Will.  

Evil exists in the form of 
Satan or the Devil.  This 
is an ever-present 
force in the world.

Humans can be 
tempted.

God loves humankind 
but hates sin.  Sin will 
be punished, but 
humans can be 
forgiven.

If humans reject good 
(God) they will create 
evil.

What does the Book 

of Job teach about 

evil and suffering?

Satan can play a role 
in suffering.

Anyone can suffer, 
even the innocent and 
pious.

Suffering is not 
necessarily the result of 
sin and wrongdoing.

God will only give us as 
much suffering as we 
can manage.

We should stay faithful 
through suffering and 
not question God.

Suffering is a part of 
God’s plan for his 
creation and for 
humanity.

Suffering and evil are a 
part of God’s good 
world.

A humans, we will 
never be able to 
understand the full 
purpose of suffering.

Free Will & Genesis God created humans with free will and the capacity to make free choice.  Free will is represented by the Tree of 

Knowledge of Good and Evil.  

Free Will & C.S. Lewis God created things which had free will. That means creatures which can go either wrong or right. Free will, though 

it makes evil possible, is also the only thing that makes possible any love or goodness or joy. 

Free Will & Alvin Plantinga Free will is needed for us to be morally responsible and for us to make good choices.  That it causes suffering does 

not prove that God does not exist, rather it proves that God wants us to discover good and be good.

Soul-Deciding and 

Augustine

Humans are created perfect but evil exists because some humans turn away from God.  Through free will humans 

can also choose to turn back to God, and in doing so decide the fate the of their eternal souls.

Soul-Making and Irenaeus Humans are created imperfect and evil exists so that humans can develop their souls through experiencing 

suffering and developing moral virtues.

Antony Flew

Influential philosopher and atheist.   Raised a 

Christian but became an atheist due to the 

problem of evil and suffering, as represented by 

the Nazi state and the persecution of Jews.  


