
 
 

Brief overview 

GCSE Photography is a new course delivered in an ICT suite with access to art equipment in the Create Department.   Thus, students will be introduced to Photography in stages- learning about the History of Photography, knowing and appreciating artists from different eras and from around the world and learning the 
how to use equipment and edit images both in digital format and physical edits delivered in the workshops based lessons.  Students will then have the opportunities to develop their new skills and learnt techniques, be encouraged to experiment and take risks and eventually master specific skills to produce personal 
responses to a given theme or stimuli.  

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Unit title Introduction to Photography Forced Perspective Our Town Our Town Our Town (personal response) Human Form 

Big question/ core 
concept 

-History of Photography 

-What is Aperture/ISO/Shutter Speed/WB and 

how does it affect an photo? 

-How to use a DSLR? 

-How to create a basic edit on Photoshop 

-How to decode an image? 

-How do I plan for a photoshoot? 

-How do I create a unique and personal 
response? 

-What is meant by forced perspective? 

-who is Slinkachu? 

-How does the artist convey a message in their 

work? 

-what is Surrealist Photography? 

-what is a photomontage? 

  

-What are the compositional values? 

-How do I research an artist and where do I 

source information from? 

-How do I create an edit that shows clear links 

to the artist? 

-How do I annotate my work to provide 
evidence of development and document my 
journey and though processes? 

-Who are The Boyle Family? 

-How can I show pattern in my work? 

-How can I show texture in my work? 

-What are physical edits? 

  

-What does Our Town mean to you? 

-How can I clearly demonstrate the 4 AOs in my 
work? 

-What exactly is portrait photography, where 

might we see various forms it in our daily lives 

and within industry and Art? 

-What must I consider when taking  a portrait? 

-Who are the artists presented in class and how 
can it relate to my work? 

Knowing 

-Photography timeline 

-know the work of artists and photographers 

-aperture controls the focus area and that it is 

measured in f/stops. Students are to know that 

smaller f/stops (f/16 or f/22)gives larger depth 

of field. 

-importance of a contact sheet 

-basic editing can improve a photo and 

recognising this 

-how to layout a digital analysis page and know 
what formal elements to investigate 

-forced perspective is an optical illusion 

-about the artist Slinkachu (bio, facts, process 

and meaning) 

-that relevant props, colour, background and 

composition in a photograph can help convey 

messages/theme 

-Art Movement Surrealism, it’s key artists and 

rationale of work. 

  

-knowing the various compositional values 

-know how to research an artist 

(websites/galleries/insta/books) 

-know the processes and methods used by the 

artist. This must be clearly presented visually 

and in written form. 

• -WAGOLLs and teacher demo will 
support students knowing how to 
evident their journey and ideas 

-know about The Boyle Family 

-know that some artist create physical edits in 

response to a theme 

• -know how to use various materials 
and techniques (cutting, folding, 
layering, Sellotape transfer, weaving, 
pasting, printmaking etc) 

-how to start a personalised project. This way of 

working mimics the process of working for the 

ESA in January. 

• -WAGOLLS and students own work 
will support the lesson delivery on 
understanding and knowing the 4 AOs 

-Know about the effects of light and colour on 

the face 

-know the work of E. Case Brnu Del Zu and 

others (bio/facts/process of work/theme) 

-know the work of various artists presented in 

lesson 

•   

Applying 

-research Adams, Goldworthy and Lange 

-recognise that the aperture mode has been 

adjusted to create an effect 

-produce f/stop digital page with correct 

aperture and corresponding images. Students 

use the DSLR, learn how to use the modes and 

demonstrate depth of field. 

-create their own contact sheet, knowing how 

to upload images, screenshot and select 

images for editing including annotations. 

-demonstrate basic editing skills (levels and 

curves) and know how to present this to show 

development 

-direct a photoshoot with 2+models 

-students will plan and undertake a photoshoot. 

Students will work independently, using a soft 

light box and ensuring that work is personal and 

has strong links to artist. 

-students will choose 1 of the given themes, 

research the topic, gather props and equipment, 

plan and undertake a photoshoot that directly 

links to their theme and edit their images. Work 

must link to artist yet be original 

-factually correct Surrealism moodboard  

-creating a physical photomontage 

-identifying the various compositional values 

and demonstrating their understanding by 

producing independent shoots. 

-thorough artist research with image analysis 

(minimum of 3 slides) 

-complex editing skills will demonstrate that the 

students have understood how the artist has 

created their work. 

-Students will plan and photograph areas of 

Padiham, ensuring that where they shoot 

directly links to the artists subject matter. 

  

-Thorough artist research and students 

producing work that replicates The Boyle Family, 

applying the compositional elements to their 

work will provide evidence of understanding and 

skill. 

-All students will plan and shoot local areas of 

Burnley. 

-All students will use a variety of materials and 

methods delivered in a workshop environment.  

  

-personalised thought shower and moodboard 

created to record students independent thinking 

-Students will show independent learning and 

realise their intention by selecting their own 

materials and techniques to create a personal 

response.  This piece concludes the project and 

the task will form part of the EoY exam (4hrs) 

-Work must demonstrate complex digital editing 
skills and where applicable, physical edits must 
be well presented and consider at least one 
formal element well. 

-demonstrate an understanding of the artists 

presented in class by planning and producing 

similar shoots. 

-Photoshop edits with clear annotations will 

show that students have applied their knowledge 

and understanding. 

• -physical edits will show an 
understanding and appreciation of Del 
Zu’s work. 

Assessment 

-digital sketchbooks are formatively assessed. 

With teacher comments linked directly to the 

work. DIRT immediately follow assessments, 

allowing students to refine and improve work. 

-PASA is an integral part of the course. All 

students will take part in a group critique and 

present their personal responses AO1 

Research photographers from around the world 

(Adams, Cartier-Bresson, McCurry)and being 

able to effectively develop their own ideas 

because students have understood various 

artists and had introductory to the History of 

Photography. AO2 Exploration and 

experimention of camera modes (ISO, Shutter 

Speed, Aperture),  AO3 presenting clear ideas 

in a digital sketchbook as work progresses. 

Students will also record ideas and annotations 

in notebooks. 

AO4 students will produce a series of 

photographs responding to the word ‘Framing’. 

 

-Digital sketchbooks continue to be formatively 

assessed. 

-3 opportunities for PASA  

 AO1 students' own concepts and themes will 

drive this project.  Mind Mapping will inform 

personal intentions, interests and inspirations. 

Students will research their chosen topic. 

Students will research artists Slinkachu, Dali and 

the Surrealists.  AO2 Students will produce 

practical and digital edits. They will experiment 

with different modes and filters on Photoshop 

and Photopea. AO3 students will record their 

thought processes and journey in their digital 

sketchbook. They will use drawing tools to 

de/select areas to edit on Adobe Photoshop AO4 

final responses are to be realised with a final 

edit.  Students will learn new editing techniques 

on Adobe Photoshop. They will know how to 

present their process and know how to plan and 

deliver original photoshoots. Students will 

present their work during peer critique/digital 

gallery. 

Digital sketchbooks formatively assessed and 

monitored. 

AO1 students will produce detailed artist 

analysis work. This will inspire students to plan 

their own shoot during 2 trips. They will be 

introduced to composition. 

AO2 All students will edit their images from 

their own contact sheet, screen shots to show 

the process. Students will then select and edit 

their own images, refining their photographs. 

Students will develop their practical editing 

techniques, build confidence and be able to 

make good informed choices of media. 

AO3 By using Adobe Photoshop drawing tool, 

students will be able to demonstrate recording.  

They will also continue to develop their 

annotation skills both in notebooks and in 

digital sketchbook. 

AO4 Their edits will show clear links to the 

artist. Students must show the ability to explain 

their choices and reasons for editing and 

effects they wanted to achieve 

Digital sketchbooks continue to be formatively 

assessed. 

AO1 produce concise analyse and demonstrate 

the ability to develop their own photoshoots in 

the style of their chosen photographer. 

AO2 students will experience practical editing 

and respond to artists work. 

AO3 Digital editing using Adobe Photoshop will 

evidence recording. Students are to screenshot 

and annotate the process, refining their work as 

they go along. Manual cutting and placing of 

acetate will demonstrate good selecting and 

experimenting. 

AO4 Students work must be original, edited and 
sourced from a planned shoot directed by the 
student. 

PASA NEA against 4AOs 

AO1 second Photoshoot trip will inspire focus on 

leading lines/texture/social context. 

Students will research the work of M. Parr, Street 

Journalism. 

AO2 Enhance the quality of images on 

Photoshop. Students will now be confident to 

develop their images. Colour splash, curves, 

levels and removing areas are now mastered at 

the point. 

New editing skill in style of contemporary artist 

(teacher demonstration with video) 

AO3 student annotations are concise and 

meaningful with good subject terminology 

evident in digital portfolio. 

AO4 picture gallery celebrating the 

neighbourhood 

Digital sketchbooks continue to be formatively 

assessed. 

AO1 students will research contemporary 
photographers Bruno Del Zu and Erin Case. 
Concept ideas will link to their artist research 
choice. They will be introduced to abstract 
photography. AO2 students will plan and 
produce digital edits. AO3 students will draw out 
a photo shoot plan. Their insights will be 
recorded throughout the project. AO4 Original, 
final edit will link to Human Form. It will be a 
personal response that links to their chosen 
artist. 

 

2 year Overview – Year 10 


