
Dear Families,

As you will see from this bumper edition of
the newsletter, this half term has been
exceptionally busy!

Our students have continued to impress me
this term, with trips to London and
Manchester (as well as Blackburn and
Barrowford), competition successes, and they
have even represented Burnley schools to a
local employer group. 
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At the end of each term, we hold rewards assemblies for each year
group and it is fantastic to see so many students receive prizes for
embodying our school values. Congratulations to all the award-winners!

Many of our staff and Year 11s will be in school for some of the Easter
break, taking part in revision sessions as they approach their GCSEs. 

I hope you and your families have a restful Easter break – the summer
term promises to be just as busy and rewarding!

http://www.shuttleworthcollege.org/
https://twitter.com/?logout=1656488942222
https://www.instagram.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ShuttleworthCollegePad/


NEWS & EVENTS
Y11 GEOGRAPHY TRIP
The Year 11 geographers have been to Manchester this haft-term
as part of their AQA GCSE Geography course which makes up a
part of their Paper 3 exam.  

The students visited two sites; the first site was Fletcher Moss
Park, Didsbury where the students looked at the flood
management scheme.  The students carried out an
environmental quality survey and looked at how the scheme
supported the social and environmental needs of the local area,
which links to part of the physical geography course.  

The second site was Mayfield Park, where the students carried out
a questionnaire about the how this new park (which only opened
in September 2022) has increased recreational opportunities in
the area of Manchester.  This park was completed due to a
regeneration scheme and connects to urban change over time,
which links to a part of the human geography course. 



It was an honour to watch their confidence grow as they
participated in their fieldwork activities. The students did the
Shuttleworth College community proud, conducting themselves
perfectly and showing themselves to be mature young people.   



Over the February half term
break, a group of staff and
students embarked on a
weekend away to our capital city,
London. A very early start on
Saturday saw everyone meet to
catch a train at 7am, but it meant
we were in London for late
morning, ready for a busy day of
sightseeing. 

After dropping our bags off at the
hotel, we walked down to the
Thames to catch the River Cruise,
taking us from Westminster to
the Tower of London. It was great
to see Big Ben without the
scaffolding that has covered it for
many years, and the tour guide
shared interesting pieces of
knowledge whilst on the cruise.
The students also got a prime
view of Tower Bridge to take
some pictures of the wonderful
feature. 

LONDON 2024

After exploring the Tower of
London, we headed over the
Thames for a walk into
Borough Market where the
students were amazed by the
collection of fresh food and
drink (including the smelly
mussels!) on offer to buy. Many
students bought smoothies,
fresh dohnuts, chocolate-
covered strawberries, and
some gifts for their family and
friends. 



We then made our way for our evening meal, walking via St Paul’s
Cathedral and The Gherkin. We had all certainly worked up an
appetite and meal time was certainly much quieter once the food
had arrived! The evening was a quiet affair back at the hotel, giving
students chance to settle into their rooms, spend time with their
friends on the trip, and get some well-deserved rest and a good
night’s sleep, before a busy day ahead. 

Day 2
After a continental and full
English breakfast at the
hotel, our students and staff
were fuelled for another
action-packed day, with our
first planned stop to be
Downing Street. We were
fortunate to stumble across
the beginning of the
Chinese New Year Parade,
with people in traditional
dress parading the Dragon
through the streets of
London. Back to the plan,
we then made our way to
Downing Street, the home
of the Prime Minister, before
heading around the corner  

to Horse Guards Parade to witness the end of
Changing of the Guard; a procession to represent
the change of Regiment who will Guard
Buckingham Palace and the other Royal Palaces
around London. This was followed by a walk along
The Mall to obtain the famous views of Buckingham
Palace. The students asked questions throughout,
showing their thirst for knowledge regarding our
country and its history. This had taken up the
morning, so we headed back into the centre of
London to visit Hamleys toy store amongst other
shops before a McDonald’s treat at lunch. 



Most people would think this
was enough for one day, but
our main event was still to
come. The afternoon was
spent in one of London’s
many West End theatres,
watching MATILDA! Many of
our students either have
chosen to study Drama at
GCSE, or are in KS3 still and
are thinking about furthering
their studies in this area. We
were all amazed at the quality
of the young people
performing on stage, and
some came out saying that
they would like to be on the
stage when they are older. It
was a wonderful performance
and we were very lucky to be
able to watch it. 



For our evening entertainment we had a tasty meal in Bella Italia,
followed by some time around Covent Garden. Students could
enjoy the evening atmosphere, watching the live music or buying
some souvenirs from the traditional stalls, getting a taste of the
culture down in the capital. 

Day 3
The third and final day was slightly slower paced, but we still had
plenty to fit in before heading home. Our morning was at the
Science Museum, with most our time spent at the interactive
platforms, learning how unique our finger prints are, or what we
might look like when we are 70 years old. After a quick bite to eat,
we then had a trip on the London Eye. The weather had certainly
saved itself for our journey, with the sun shining, allowing us to
capture stunning pictures of London and its surrounding areas. It
was a wonderful end to a fabulous trip. 



Our journey home was eventful, with our ever “reliable” train
service, but every single student behaved maturely throughout,
with members of the public commenting on their behaviour and
manners towards others. As members of staff, hearing such
comments make you really proud and it was a perfect way to
summarise a wonderful trip with a great group of students. 



Every year, the music department takes a group of students from
across all years to see the world-famous Hallé orchestra perform at
The Bridgewater Hall. In early March this year, we took a group of
students to watch their concert for schools, ‘Cities of the World’. 

HALLE ORCHESTRA BRIDGEWATER HALL'

Students saw the orchestra
transport them around the world
via music, stopping in many cities
and countries including Mumbai
with a performance of AR
Rahman’s ‘Jai Ho’, and France
with a performance of Ravel’s
‘Boléro’. 

Tom Redmond, Joint Principal of
Chetham’s School of Music and
BBC Radio 3 presenter, hosted the
concert, helping the students
engage with the music by
introducing different composers
and explaining how different
sections of the orchestra worked.
Students were instructed to use
scratch and sniff cards, given
actions to do and words to sing to
help involve us in the concert. 



The concert linked back to our music lessons in school, when
students were asked to replicate the ostinato rhythm of ‘Boléro’,
which helped to strengthen students’ knowledge. The staff on the
trip were really impressed with the excellent behaviour of the
students, brilliantly representing the values of Shuttleworth College.
Everyone had a great time and we look forward next year’s concert.



HANDS-ON LEARNING IN THE CLASSROOM
We’ve had some chicks in school
this term. They came to visit the
students in Student Support.
They stayed with us for four days
and staff took turns in taking
them home safely for the
evening.

The students learnt how to care
and nurture them. They made
sure they were fed, exercised
and had lots of cuddles - the best
part!



Students and staff could not believe how much they had grown in
such a short period of time.

We would like to thank everyone at Emily’s Mini Farm for giving
our students this opportunity. 

Emily’s Mini Farm was established in 2013 and is based in
Oswaldtwistle, Lancashire on 5 acres of land. They are pleased to
offer a range of services:

Small pet & poultry boarding
Mobile petting farm
Bespoke animal experiences
Compost sales
Rabbit & guinea pig grooming and nail clipping
Rabbit bonding

For more information on the services they offer please take a look
at their website www.emilysminifarm.co.uk/

http://www.emilysminifarm.co.uk/


3D PRINTING CHALLENGE
In October 2023, all of our year
8 and 9 pupils were offered the
opportunity to take part in a 3D
Printing Challenge set across
Lancashire in a joint venture
led by CREATE Education and
BAE Systems. Their task was to
design and 3D print a
prototype product that would
help improve the environment
and encourage wildlife in or
around our waterways. 

The pupils that took part attended weekly afterschool
workshops and worked extremely hard on their submissions.
We are delighted that one groups project has been
shortlisted by BAE! Huge congratulations to Isaac Lewis and
Harry Creaser, who will be attending the finals event at BAE
systems where they will pitch their idea against finalists from
other schools. 



Their 'floating island' concept is
intended to be anchored in our
canals, particularly where these
run through built up areas. The
sunken middle section is to
enable the planting of British
wildflowers to attract insects and
birds and the hollow tunnels to
provide a place for water voles to
shelter. The floating island is also
intended as a landing space for
larger birds such as herons. 

Very well done to all involved in the challenge, it has been
wonderful to see your design ideas and 3D design skills develop.
Watch this space for news on the outcome of the final!



NIGEL HAWORTH’S YOUNG CHEF COMPETITION
We are thrilled to announce that two Year 9 teams have made it through to the
regional heats of Nigel Haworth’s Young Chef Competition 2024! The Young
Chef Competition has been running for a number of years and is strongly
supported by world-famous chef Nigel Haworth, who took local Northcote
Manor to its first Michelin star, and who is a champion of young people
breaking into the industry. 

Ellie Gallagher-Rhodes & A.M. plus Sadie Pilkington & Samantha Porter were
among a larger group of Shuttleworth students who applied to take part in
the 2024 competition and we are delighted that they were selected. The
application process was rigorous and students had to design their own
recipes in advance. 

Miss Randall, Creative Technologies teacher said, “I am so pleased that two
of our teams were selected to go through to the regional heats. All of our
students worked really hard on their applications after school, and almost
fifty other teams applied from across Lancashire. I’m really excited to go with
the students to the competition and see how their imaginative recipes
unfold.”



The East Lancashire heat will be held at Blackburn College at the end of April.
Other heats will be held around Lancashire before the grand final in May, where
prizes include meals at Northcote Manor and The White Swan at Fence, both
Michelin Star restaurants.

As part of their preparation, the two teams were
invited to spend a morning in Blackburn
College’s catering department, with chefs and
catering students. Using professional equipment
and following the Chef Ian’s demonstrations, the
students learnt how to correctly butcher a
chicken and prepare four chicken dishes – this
enabled the students to familiarise themselves
with the environment and build their confidence
and skills before the main event. Mrs Ackroyd,
Careers Leader, accompanied the group and
said. “I was delighted that the teams had the
opportunity to see the amazing catering facilities
at Blackburn College before the competition.
They were excellent ambassadors for
Shuttleworth College and learnt so much from
the chefs even in two hours. I can’t wait to see
how they do in a few weeks’ time!”



YEAR 10 SUCCESS AT MATHS FEAST
Eight Year 10 students went to Burnley
College recently to take part in the
Advanced Maths Support Programme
(AMSP) Maths Feast! The events are
held around the region annually and
help young people develop their
mathematical, critical thinking and
problem solving skills. 

Over four rounds, our two teams of
students competed against schools
from around the North West. One of
our teams even won one of the
rounds against some stiff
competition! 

While we didn’t win the overall event,
we ranked higher than last year and
our students’ confidence really
improved through the day. Mrs
Ackroyd, Careers Leader, and Mr
Harrison, teacher of Maths,
accompanied the students and were
also responsible for marking other
teams’ answers. They were both
delighted with the brilliant conduct
and attitude of our students. 

Mr Harrison said, “I’d never been to
the Maths Feast before and was really
impressed with the way it was run.
Students had to apply their
knowledge to different problems and
work together as a team to secure the
correct answer. It was really
impressive to see how their
communication with each other
improved through the day and how
much they wanted to do well.”

Miss Bates, Head of Mathematics, said
“Over the last couple of years we’ve
attended more maths events and
competitions and it’s definitely
helping our students to push
themselves and improve their maths
knowledge and reasoning. We want
to do even better next year!”



PREFECT REWARDS TRIP
Our dedicated prefects recently
embarked on an exciting adventure to
Nelson and Colne College.

One of the highlights of the trip was
undoubtedly the special tour of Nelson
and Colne College, where our prefects
had the opportunity to explore the
campus and get a glimpse of college
life. They were then whisked away into
the world of virtual reality with a
thrilling 360 pod experience,
immersing themselves in exciting
virtual landscapes.

The excitement didn't end there! Our
prefects also delved into the realm of A
Levels with a captivating psychology
masterclass. Led by knowledgeable
instructors, they delved into the
complexities of exam stress and
behaviours, gaining valuable insights
into the human mind.

To top it all off, our prefects were
treated to a brilliant lunch
providing the perfect conclusion
to an unforgettable day.

We extend our heartfelt thanks
to Nelson and Colne College for
their warm hospitality and
engaging activities. Our prefects
returned inspired and motivated,
ready to continue their
exemplary leadership within our
school community.



STAFF QUIZ TIME

We had a great time hosting the
Shuttleworth Staff Pub Quiz!
Thank you to all who came, and a
special mention to Annette and
the catering team for the delicious
pie and peas! Best team name
went to the science team for “The
Noble Lasses!” and though there
were very few points in it, the
overall winner was the maths
team, aptly named, “We’re only
here for the π.” 

We hope to do another one soon and see who can take the trophy from this
term’s winners! 



TREE PLANTING
7P and 8P have taken part in an amazing
outdoor learning session, connecting with
nature by planting trees. 

We have been planting the hard-earned
trees our school community was through
playing Beat the Street. Field Maple and
Cherry were among the variety of saplings
being planted to provide a biodiversity
woodland for the future that can be used
as a habitat for a variety of birds and
animals. 

We had an excellent, albeit muddy,
morning, where a love of nature and
‘getting stuck in’ was shown by all.



SHUTTLEWORTH TAKE OVER BURNLEY
BONDHOLDERS’ COFFEE+COLLAB
This week, Mrs Ackroyd and eight current
and former students lead a
COFFEE+COLLAB event for the Burnley
Bondholders around young people, skills
and employer support for school careers
programmes. 

Mrs Ackroyd lead the session on behalf of
the Careers Leaders from all Burnley high
schools and introduced the careers work
that goes on in schools around the town.
There was then a chance for our students
to talk about some of the brilliant
opportunities they’ve had visiting local
workplaces and hearing from employers
in different industries across Burnley and
Padiham.

The employers in attendance were highly impressed by our students:
they were positive and articulate and spoke in detail about their
aspirations from the future. Year 11 students spoke about their
experiences as part of ASPIRE week 2023, college students spoke
about ASPIRE 2022 and their successful transition to courses at
Burnley College and one former student joined us to talk about now
being on a degree apprenticeship with his company. 

Well done to Year 11 students Joshua Elliott-Richardson, Jubril Lawal,
Sizani Ncube and Abbie Thompson. 

We’re very grateful to our former students Cameron, Ellie, Zuzanna
and Will for giving up their time from work and college lessons to
support us. 



Thank you to Burnley College for
hosting the event, the Burnley
Bondholders for joining us and giving
up their time and the Burnley brand
team for all their support. 

More information about the Burnley
Bondholders can be found at:
https://burnley.co.uk/burnley-
bondholders/

If you or your employer could support
our careers programme, please get in
touch with Mrs Ackroyd on
fackroyd@shuttleworth.lancs.sch.uk

https://burnley.co.uk/burnley-bondholders/
https://burnley.co.uk/burnley-bondholders/
mailto:fackroyd@shuttleworth.lancs.sch.uk


END OF TERM REWARDS
Congratulations to all students that have received rewards in assembly this
week. Here are just a few of the worthy winners:-

Year 11Year 11

Year 10Year 10



Year 9Year 9

Year 8Year 8

Year 7Year 7



WORLD MATHS DAY 2024 COMPETITION
To celebrate World Maths
Day 2024, the Maths
Department ran a
competition to see if
students could estimate
the number of sweets
placed in a jar. 

With hundreds of entries
from all year groups, Amir
Lowry in year 8 managed a
fantastic guess of 415,
which was just 1 off the
actual total of 416! For his
keen eye and fantastic
estimation Amir was
awarded all the sweets to
share with his form and an
easter egg for himself.
Amir wasn't the only one
to take home a prize for
themselves. 

Both Ben Woodfine in year 11 and Mr Turner managed to guess 420 to
take home an Easter egg each for 2nd place and best staff guess. Well
done to all who entered.



SHUTTLEWORTH SOCIAL MEDIA
You can keep up to date with the latest information, news and events on our
social networks. Just click the logos.

https://www.facebook.com/ShuttleworthCollegePad/
https://twitter.com/Shuttle_College
https://www.instagram.com/shuttle_college/










As ambassadors and
prefects, our student leaders
play a crucial role in shaping
the school environment and
enhancing the student
experience. In our recent
discussions as part of the
student voice cycle for this
term, student leaders from
various form groups
gathered to brainstorm
improvements aimed at
making our school an even
better place.

STUDENT LEADERSHIP

One of the key areas highlighted during
these discussions was lunch times.
Students expressed the desire for more
variety in the school canteen menu and
suggested introducing healthier options
to promote better nutrition among
peers. Additionally, there were
suggestions for creating designated
spaces where students can socialize and
unwind during lunch breaks, giving a
more inclusive and welcoming
atmosphere.



Extracurricular activities and trips were also on the agenda, with
student leaders keen on expanding the range of opportunities
available to students. From sports clubs to academic societies,
there was a consensus on the importance of offering diverse
activities that cater to different interests and talents. Moreover,
students voiced their desire for more educational trips and outings,
emphasising the value of experiential learning outside the
classroom.



FACULTY FOCUS

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
BONJOUR! ¡HOLA!  
Hello from Team MFL!  
Here at Shuttleworth we really love languages, and we have 5
Specialist French and Spanish teachers in the Modern Languages
Faculty. Between us we have over 70 years of teaching experience!! 
Who are we? Ms Vasey, Mrs Leonard, Miss Quinn, Mr Ryan and Mrs
Capper.

WHAT ARE WE LEARNING? 
Year 7 Spanish students have been learning how to describe
themselves and family members, whilst in French they are talking
about themselves and what they like to do in their free time. They have
been creating verb flowers to help them remember verb endings and
practising conjugating! 



In Year 8 French students initially focused on role models, careers and
aspirations for the future. They have most recently begun learning
about Francophone countries and languages, in addition to going on
to study food and classic dishes in Francophone countries. Spanish
students learnt to describe relationships with family members and
daily routine and have now started our popular topic holidays. 



This year so far Year 9 Spanish students have been learning to talk
about famous people, music, TV and apps. They enjoyed listening to a
range of Spanish songs, such as Shakira, Luis Fonsi and Enrique
Iglesias, and practised giving opinions about them. In French
students have been learning about clothes and fashion, and have just
started to talk about technology.  



GCSE Spanish students in Year
10 are also studying the topic of
Technology, but they are
learning speaking exam
techniques for the photo card,
role plays and general
conversation.    

YEAR 11 & GCSE REVISION
CELEBRATING PROGRESS AND PREPARATION: A GLIMPSE
INTO THE SHUTTLEWORTH GCSE SPANISH JOURNEY 

As we gear up for the
impending GCSE exams, our
GCSE Spanish classes have
been immersed in a range of
activities aimed at ensuring our
students are fully primed for
success. From structured
revision sessions to innovative
incentives, here's a glimpse into
the multifaceted approach
we've adopted: 

Every Wednesday afternoon,
our most dedicated students
convene for focused revision
sessions, delving into key
concepts. These sessions not
only provide invaluable
opportunities for consolidation
but also come with an enticing
incentive – pizza, personally
delivered by the legendary Mr.
Harrison! 

In our pursuit of empowering our
students, we've equipped them
with a comprehensive suite of
revision resources, free of charge.
From the trusty CGP revision guide
to knowledge organisers and AQA
Exam Workbooks, these resources
serve as steadfast companions in
their revision journey, offering
guidance and support at every turn.



Mock exams play a pivotal role in our preparation strategy, offering
an authentic test environment that closely mirrors the actual exam
experience. With two full mock exams in November and February,
covering all four key skills – listening, speaking, reading, and writing
– our students can gauge their progress, identify areas for
improvement, and refine their exam-taking strategies with precision
and confidence. 

To further enhance our students' proficiency in speaking and
writing, bespoke revision booklets have been created, containing
sample answers for every conceivable question they may encounter
in the exam. This resource is invaluable, providing students with
clarity and confidence in expressing themselves fluently and
accurately. 

Transparency is key to effective preparation. Hence, we've shared
mark schemes with our students, demystifying the exam
assessment process and empowering them to understand how each
element of the exam is evaluated. Armed with this knowledge, our
students can tailor their revision efforts with precision and purpose. 

Innovative revision techniques have also been deployed, such as the
"Torture Tenses" tasks, designed to spice up revision and improve
verb conjugation skills. With the added incentive of winning Easter
eggs, these tasks not only make learning fun but are also highly
effective. 

As we enter the final stretch of our GCSE Spanish journey, let us
continue to support and encourage one another. With dedication,
perseverance, and a blend of innovative revision techniques, we are
poised to excel in the upcoming exams and beyond. ¡Buena suerte a
todos nuestros estudiantes de español de GCSE! 



As part of the enrichment program at Shuttleworth College, Miss
Quinn has run a weekly Mandarin club. Pupils have studied how to
speak Mandarin and have embarked on learning how to read and
write using Chinese characters. Pupils have also gained an insight
into China and its unique culture and customs, observing significant
celebrations such as Chinese New Year. 

MANDARIN CLUB
⼤家好！ 

Each week the sessions have been divided into speaking and
writing, but also crafts and cultural studies. The pupils have not only
demonstrated their fantastic linguistic skills through conversation,
but their resilience and creativity in the writing and cultural
activities.   
很好，加油！  
康老师 (Miss Quinn)

TONGUE TWISTER TIME (TRABALENGUAS /
VIRELANGUE)
French 
Cinq chiens chassent six chats 
Five dogs hunt six cats 
 
Spanish 
Pancha plancha con cuatro planchas. ¿Con cuántas planchas
Pancha plancha? 
Pancha irons with four irons. With how many irons does Pancha
iron? 



Duolingo is a language learning app and is a very popular way to
learn lots of different languages. With quick, bite-sized lessons, you’ll
earn points and unlock new levels while gaining real-world
communication skills. It’s possible to access over 100 language
courses including English, Spanish, French, Italian and German as
well as less commonly studied languages such as Japanese, Korean,
Hindi, Chinese, Turkish, Polish and many more. 

Why don’t you record yourself having a go at one of these and email
it to your French or Spanish teacher for a prize! 

DID YOU KNOW?
‘Electroencefalografista’ is the longest word to be published in
Spanish. It is 23 letters long.  Have a go at saying that one! Why don’t
you look it up to find out what it means? 

In French, ‘LOL’ is ‘MDR’ (Mort de rire) Look it up and find out what it
means, and then tell your French or Spanish teacher to win a small
prize! 

It comes from the medical environment: electroencefalografista (23
letters), which means health worker who works the
electroencephalogram, i.e. the machine for brain imaging. 

ANSWER

OUR FAVOURITE APP

https://www.duolingo.com/
https://www.duolingo.com/


SAFEGUARDING













OPERATION ENCOMPASS





The following staff will be leaving us this term. Thank you for your hard work!

Hayley Klee
Lucy Binns
Jess Simporis

STAFF NEWS

GINO GIZZI
Gino is joining us as Head of

History. Welcome Gino.

to

AMAR AHMED
Amar is joining us as a teacher

of science. Welcome Amar.

AMY PLATT
Amy is joining us as a teacher
of history. Welcome Amy.

RICHARD HINCHLIFFE
Richard is joining us as an
Assistant Headteacher. Welcome
Richard.


