Love and Relationships Poetry Knowledge Organiser

Mother, Any Distance
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Simon Armitage describes his mother coming to help him measure his new house. They hold a tape
measure between them which becomes an extended metaphor for growing older and leaving home.

‘unreeling years between us.’
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‘to fall or fly’

Walking Away
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Cecil Day-Lewis describes watching his son walk away from him after a
he is growing up. The poem includes a range of metaphors about getting older.

football match and realising that

‘like a satellite wrenched from its
orbit’ \
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‘The scorching ordeals that fire

one’s irresolute clay’ )5

‘love is proved in the letting go’
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Before You Were Mine

Carol Ann Duffy imagines what her
that explore her feelings about her

mother.

mother was like before she was born. The poet uses a range of images

I ‘those high-heeled red shoes, ‘Marilyn.’ ‘the fizzy movie tomorrows’
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Climbing My Andrew Waterhouse praises his grandfather and explores his relationship with him. Mountaineering is
Grandfather used as an extended metaphor to explore the process of investing in relationships.
‘I discover the glassy ridge of a ‘his thick hair (soft and white)’ ‘knowing the slow pulse of his
° , ° ° d heart’
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Eden Rock Charles Causley reminisces about his parents as a young couple. The metaphor of crossing a river is used
o to suggest birth or death — starting a new life.
‘the milk straight from an old H.P ‘Her hair. . .takes on the light’ ‘sky whitens as if lit by three suns’
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Follower Seamus Heaney recalls how he would watch his father plough the fields on the farm where he grew up.

He uses a series of images which convey his father’s strength and reliability.

‘shoulders globed like a full sail
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‘An expert’
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‘I stumble in his hob-nailed wake’

Letters from Yorkshire
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Maura Dooley speaks about a friend living in the countryside who sends her letters about his rural life.
The poem uses very physical language to convey a sense of reality before shifting to a hopeful tone.

‘It’s not romance, simply how

[=) thingsare’

‘his knuckles singing’
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‘pouring air and light into an

-} envelope’
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Porphyria’s Lover

Robert Browning’s narrator recoun
poem is a dramatic monologue wh

ts a stormy night when he strangles

his lover, Porphyria, to death. The

ich conveys the narrator’s twisted point of view.

‘Murmuring how she loved me’
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‘That moment she was mine,
) mine’

‘Blushed bright beneath my

@ burning kiss’

The Farmer’s Bride
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Charlotte Mew tells the story of a f
poem is a dramatic monologue wh

armer’s marriage to a ‘too young’ bride who fears him and all men. The
ich conveys the farmer’s growing frustration.

‘I chose a maid’

‘We chased her, flying like a hair’

‘one leaf in the still air falls slowly

down’ %

Love’s Philosophy
=
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Percy Shelley tries to convince a love interest that she should be with h

suggest that their relationship is God’s wish.

im. He uses religious imagery to

‘Nothing in the world is single’

‘mountains clasp one another’
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‘No sister-flower would be
forgiven if it disdained its brother’
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Neutral Tones
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Thomas Hardy recalls the day he realised his relationship was over and that he had to face the inevitable.
His melancholic tone conveys how much he has lost faith in this relationship.

‘tedious riddles’ .!

‘the smile on your mouth was the

@ deadest thing’

‘God-curst sun’
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Winter Swans
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Owen Sheers describes a young couple walking around a lake after arguing for two days. The swans
become a metaphor for companionship, commitment and longevity.

‘the clouds had given their all -
two days of rain’
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‘slow-stepping in the lake’
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‘like a pair of wings settling after
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When We Two Parted
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Lord Byron addresses a former lover wo no longer shows him any affection. The poet uses the imagery of
death to show how losing love is like grief.

‘In silence | grieve’

‘Half-broken hearted’

-

‘I rue thee too deeply to tell’

Sonnet 29
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Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s sonnet is a declaration of passionate love

as an extended metaphor for her lover.

to her lover. The poet uses a tree

‘I think of thee’
g
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‘wild vines’ ‘hides the wood’
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‘drop down heavily’
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Singh Song!
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Daljit Nagra imagines a young British Indian man who works in his pare

nts’ shop and is in love with his

new bride. He uses the dialect of the speaker to create a strong sense of voice.

‘made love like vee rowing
through Putney’ o o

e

‘vee come down whispering stairs’
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‘Is priceless baby’
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Categories and Poem Pairings

Family

Romantic Love

Loss

Passionate love

Heartbreak

Parental support and
instilling independence

. Walking Away by Cecil
Day Lewis

. Sonnet 29 T think of .
thee!' by Elizabeth
Barrett Browning .

When

Lord Byron
Neutral Tones by Thomas

We Two Parted by

between parent and child

. Before You Were Mine
by Carol Ann Duffy

. Eden Rock by Charles
Causley

Family bonding:

. Follower by Seamus
Heaney

. Climbing my
Grandfather by
Andrew Waterhouse

) Winter Swans by Owen
Sheers

. Letters from Yorkshire
by Maura Dooley

. Mother, Any Distance |e Love's Philosophy by Hardy
by Simon Armitage Percy Shelley
. Singh Song! by Daljit
Nagra
Overcoming distance Maintaining connections Control

. The Farmer's Bride by
Charlotte Mew

. Porphyria’s Lover by Robert
Browning




