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10th September 2021 

 

 

Dear Families 

I hope this letter finds you well.  I wanted to write to you all to update you on how things are going in school since 

we returned and to remind you about some of the changes made to routines since last year. 

Firstly can I thank you for sending your children back to school so well prepared.  The standards of uniform and PE 

kits have been fantastic.  The children are a real credit to you.  They have returned with a really positive attitude, 

keen to learn and ready for the challenges of the coming year. 

I am aware some of you have had worries this week about lunches.  I will just explain, reassure and clarify how 

things are working. 

- Before covid we had one canteen, one break and one lunchtime for all students.  This had always been the 

case but was becoming very challenging as student numbers were rapidly increasing. 

- During covid we had classroom breaks and 5 separate lunchtimes of 30 minutes.  We only served 

sandwiches, pasta pots and curry pots. 

- Five lunches is not sustainable during ‘normal’ school as we don’t have the staff or spaces to run lunch over 

2 and half hours. 

- For September we wanted to keep some of the benefits of smaller numbers of students going on lunch at 

any one time but knew we couldn’t manage 5 breaks and 5 lunches.  

- We managed to fit in 3 break times and 3 lunchtimes for this year. 

o Years 7 & 8 together 

o Years 9 & 10 together 

o Year 11 have break and lunch on their own 

- At the same time we also needed to improve on our food offer.  We were conscious we wanted to get back 

to proper hot food, healthy snacks etc.  We are now offering our best ever menu running across a fortnight.  

A link to the menus can be found here https://www.shuttleworthcollege.org/lunch-menus/  

- Alongside all this we were also concerned about the numbers of students coming to school without having 

breakfast.  We have now introduced a free breakfast for any student who wants one from 7:45am.  We 

serve porridge, cereal, toast, fruit and yoghurt alongside fruit juice and milk. 

To allow all this to happen we have built a new canteen in our Sports Hall.  We have also added additional food 

counters in our atrium.  Students now get all their food from the ground floor. 

As I will hope you appreciate this has been a huge amount of work for everyone and a lot of change for staff and 

students. Queues are slower as we get used to things and everyone understands how things work. I can assure 

you there are plenty of staff on duty to support with this each day. 

I can assure you no child should be going without their lunch.  However as we are getting settled some students 

have not joined queues or have been nervous and ended up waiting a long time.  We always give them a chance 

to finish their lunches and we keep tweaking how things work to make it as efficient as possible. 

There is a lot of food so we never run out but sometimes one option might run out.   

Having said all of this if your child reports any worries or is too shy to tell us PLEASE let us know straight away, 

just email on head@shuttleworth.lancs.sch.uk and I will sort it out.   
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I would politely ask that individuals do not start social media threads about this before contacting me.  I then get 

lots of messages from worried parents querying incorrect comments being made.  Unfortunately some of the 

comments come from people who don’t even have children here!  If in doubt, please just contact us, you know 

we will always help. 

The provision in place now for food is better than it has ever been here, but like anything new will have teething 

problems we will need to iron out. 

The other issue I would like to update you on is the school bus.  You will be aware I have not been able to run 

the buses as we did during covid as we were quoted £25,000 for the contract to continue.  Given the numbers 

on the buses that worked out about £700 per child per year and you still have to pay the bus fare! 

However it is clear we would really benefit from a bus for our younger students.  I am currently trying to set up 

a bus to do the original route to arrive here at 8:20am.  We would then have one to leave school just after 3pm, 

which years 7 & 8 could use. The older students would have to use the public buses.  I will update you all as and 

when we manage to secure this. 

Finally, can I remind parents that any student coming to school on their bike must wear a helmet. One of our 

young people had a very lucky escape last year falling off his bike without a helmet. After that incident we made 

it a rule for all students to wear a helmet riding bikes to and from school.  

As ever, please just get in touch with me or your child’s Head of Year if you have any questions or worries. It 

has been a big change again coming back to new routines after the restrictions of covid. I am so proud of how 

resilient and adaptable the young people have been. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

       Mrs R England 

       Headteacher 

 

 


