
Device Definition

Metaphor Compares one thing to another 
as if it IS LITERALLY that 
thing. E.g. The wind was a 
howling dog.

Alliteration The repetition of the initial 
letter of each word e.g. tall,
towering trees

Senses Using touch, taste, sight, 
smell, and sound in description.

Simile Compares one thing to another 
using like or as. E.g. The wind 
was like a howling dog. 

Emotive
Language

Language used to make the 
reader feel a particular 
emotion. 

Exaggeration Language used to make 
something bigger/ better/ 
worse etc. than it actually is. 

Personification Giving an animal or an 
inanimate object human 
qualities. E.g. the tree waved. 

Triple Any kind of list of three. It 
could be a sentence that 
contains three parts – this is 
especially successful if they 
are the same structure. It 
could also be three adjectives 
to describe something.  

Repetition Saying something more than 
once. You might have an idea 
that is repeated throughout 
your writing or it might be a 
word/ phrase that you repeat. 
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Descriptive Devices

Empathy

Voice

Perspective

“All I have is a 
voice”

W.H Auden

This is the ‘Big Idea’ for this unit. 
It is the title of a poem that was 
written on the day the Germany 
invaded Poland and began WW2.

Below is a stanza of this poem that 
encourages people to come together, 
love each other, question what we 
are told, fight against evil and use 

our voices for good. This unit will ask 
you to use your voice to give a voice 
to animals who cannot have their own 

voice. 

All I have is a voice
To undo the folded lie,

The romantic lie in the brain
Of the sensual man-in-the-street

And the lie of Authority
Whose buildings grope the sky:

There is no such thing as the State
And no one exists alone;
Hunger allows no choice

To the citizen or the police;
We must love one another or die.

Animal 
Rights


