
Polyphonic - more than one melody

Call and Response - one idea played and then other

performers respond

Ostinato/Riff -

repeating pattern

Key signature - the sharps or flats at the start of a piece of music, which show what key the music

is in.

Keys: 
Major - defined by the tonic (starting) note, a major key uses a major scale. Sounds happy.
Minor - defined by the tonic (starting) note, a minor key uses a minor scale. Sounds sad.

Chords:
Triad - a chord with three notes

Scales:
Diatonic - music only uses notes that are found in the key signature of the piece
Chromatic - music uses the notes that are found in the key but also adds in accidentals (#/b)

Harmonic change - the rate at which chords change in a composition in relation to note rate

4/4 = four crotchet beats

in a bar
3/4 = three crotchet

beats in a bar (common

for waltzes)

Pitch is how high or low a note is. Bass clef is

low notes and treble clef is high notes. The

higher up the stave you go, the higher the note.

MELODY AND PITCH

TEXTURE

Homophonic - two or more of the same sounds, moving together in

the same rhythm

Octaves - when parts move

together, an octave apart

Imitation - to copy

Pedal - a long or repeated note

Monophonic - music with only one part and one

note at a time

Direction - the notes are ascending

or descending (e.g. go up or down)
Conjunct - when melodies move

in whole or half steps 

Imitation - doing the same thing

again with some changes
Chromatic - the melody uses

notes that arent in the scale/key

of the piece
Range - distance from low to high

pitch
Interval - the distance between two

notes

Disjunct - when melodies move

by more than a whole tone

Hook - catchy

repetitive melody

Phrase - a musical

sentence
Anacrusis - starting

on the up-beat

TEMPO
Presto - Very Fast - 168-200
Allegro - Fast - 120-168
Moderato - Moderately - 108-120
Andante - Walking Pace -76-108
Adagio - Slow - 66-76
Lento - Very Slow - 40-60
Accelerando - Gradually Speed Up
Rallentando - Gradually Slow Down

Staccato - short and detached 
Legato - to play music smoothly, without

breaks between notes

Slurred - playing notes in a legato style,

without breaks between notes

ARTICULATION
Articulation is the way the music is performed. 

HARMONY 
The chords and keys used in music.

Structure is the order in which things happen in.
Binary Form - two parts, a section A and a section B.
Ternary Form - three parts, a section A, B and A. The third section can be altered or the same.
Strophic Form - same music repeated each section. Section A, section A, section A.

STRUCTURE

Rondo Form - the opening section keeps returning, with contrasting sections in between.
Song Form
Intro Verse Chorus Middle 8 Bridge Outro

Binary Form 

Ternary Form

Rondo Form

12 Bar Blues I I I I    IV IV I I    V IV I I
Song Form Intro V1 B C V2 B C 8 CC Outro

TIME SIGNATURE
Time signatures are written at

the start of the music and

anywhere it changes, to show

how many beats there are per

bar, plus what type of beat.



INSTRUMENTATION

Types of voices from high to low:

Soprano, Treble, Alto, Countertenor,

Tenor and Bass.
Rock and Pop Instruments
Electric guitar
Acoustic guitar
Vocals/singers
Keys/synthesizer
Drum kit
Saxophone 
Trumpet

Jazz Instruments
Double bass
Drum kit
Piano

Plus: trumpet, trombone and

saxophone

RHYTHM
The patterns of note lengths and silences.

DYNAMICS

Pianissimo (PP) Very Quiet

Piano (P) Quiet

Mezzo Piano (MP) Moderately

Quiet

Mezzo Forte (MF) Moderately

Loud

Forte (F) Loud

Fortissimo (FF) Very Loud

Crescendo - getting louder

Diminuendo - getting quieter


