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Upper • The British upper classes in the Victorian era were titled and usually very 

wealthy. 

• The upper class did not work -- they ruled. Politicians, magistrates, 

priests and the owners of companies were typical upper class members. 

• The women of the upper class never worked, even in the home, but rather 

spent their days socialising or shopping. They employed numerous 

members of the working class as servants.

Characters:
Heroes
Villains
Supernatural
Representatives of 
different class

Settings: 
Gothic settings (castles, churches, 
graveyards)
Rural settings (moors, countryside)
Urban (cities, slums)

Middle • The Victorian middle class would be referred to as the professional class 

in modern times. 

• The upper middle class included physicians -- who prescribed, but did not 

touch patients or perform surgery, attorneys, higher-level clerks and 

some members of the clergy.

• A very successful member of the lower middle class, like Charles Dickens 

or Mark Twain, could become acceptable in the upper middle class. He 

would never be able to belong to the upper class; its ranks were closed to 

all who were not born to it or who were not fabulously wealthy.

Working • The working class, like the middle class, was divided into two categories.

• In the upper category were skilled labourers who worked with their 

hands, like carpenters and blacksmiths. 

• The working class were exploited by the middle-class, and forced to work 

long hours on a very poor wage. As a result, there was much tension 

between the classes.

Famous writers 

Under • At the bottom of the Victorian classes was the underclass, a destitute 

and often homeless collection of vagabonds, thieves, penny prostitutes, 

beggars and single mothers.

Charles Dickens

Bram Stoker

Conventions 
Settings • Gothic (castles, churches, graveyards)

• Rural (the countryside/moors)

• Urban (cities, towns, slums)

Characters • Villains

• Heroes

• Supernatural

• Representations from the different classes

Themes

• Supernatural

• Romance

• Crime

• Class-divide

• Poverty

• Female representation

• Good vs evil

• Dreams and nightmares

• Mystery 

Queen Victoria 
Reigned

The 
Suffragettes 

fought for 
women’s rights

Jack the 
Ripper

Industrial 
Revolution


