
Y8 Dystopian Literature – Writing - Knowledge Organiser

Descriptive Devices
What is dystopian 

fiction?

Dystopian fiction magnifies a problem 
in our society to make it as bad as 
possible to help us understand our 
world and the consequences of our 

actions.

T Tripling – using something three times for 

effect.
R Repetition – using something more than once 

for effect.
A Alliteration -the repetition of the initial letter 

of each word in words close together

M Metaphor- comparing something to 

something else by say it is that
P Personification - Attributing a human quality 

to a thing or idea
S Simile- comparison using ‘like’ or ‘as’

Challenge techniques

Sensory description – using senses (sight, 

sound, smell, taste and touch) 
Anaphora – repetition of a word or phrase at 

the start of a clause.
Polysyndetic and asyndetic lists 

Semantic field- words associated in meaning.

Pathetic fallacy- when the weather reflects 

the mood.
Unreliable/ unconventional narrator

Juxtaposition- two things deliberately placed 

for contrasting effects

Using ‘Show Not Tell’

iSpace sentence starters



Learning Journey: HT2 Year 8 Dystopian Literature (writing)

What are we learning?

This term we will be exploring dystopian 
literature and building on the concepts we 
learned from reading ‘Animal Farm’. We 

will be using all our knowledge of the 
genre from this text and other extracts 

as well as mastering the writing skills 
that we developed when we studied 

myths and legends last year. We will be 
introduced to the idea of ‘Show Not Tell’ 

and new challenging descriptive 
techniques that we will use to create an 

effective description of a dystopian 
world and an archetypal character.

Dystopian Literature is an exciting type 
of literature that helps us learn more 
about ourselves and our world through 

opening our eyes to the consequences of 
our actions as a society. This type of 
literature gives you an opportunity to 
write about something you really care 

about – What will you teach us about the 
world? 

Vocab

ecological

setting

postapocalyptic 

antagonist

protagonist

archetypal

Employability skill

What makes an effective 

leader?

How will I be assessed on my writing  

skills?

❑ Summative assessment:

Description of a character in a 
dystopian setting

You will write a detailed description 
of your dystopian world including a 

character.

❑ Your teacher will give you feedback 

on how to improve.

How will I be assessed on my writing skills?

Formative Assessment: Creating a
Dystopian setting

You will plan and create a description of 

your eco dystopian setting

❑Your teacher will give you feedback on 

how to improve.

Reading Animal Farm

Learning about Eco dystopia

Creating an eco dystopian setting

Types of 
character

Using show not tell


