
Medicine Through Time GCSE Learning Placemat – Causes of disease and illness

The Big Picture:

How has medical knowledge about the 
causes of disease developed over the 
last 800 years? 
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
What factors have affected the 
improvement in knowledge?
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
What was the impact of the Church in 
the development of knowledge?
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________

Language for Learning: 
Astrology – The idea that illness was caused by the 
movement of planets. 
Black Death 1348 – First outbreak of bubonic plague.
The Church – The Roman Catholic Church.
Epidemic – An outbreak of disease.
Galen – Roman doctor. Theory of Opposites.
Genetics –The study of our genes.
Hippocrates – Greek doctor - the Father of Medicine.
Robert Koch – German scientist who identified 
different germs causes diseases. 
Lifestyle – How people live their lives
Miasma – Bad air. This was believed to cause 
disease.
Louis Pasteur – French scientist who came up with 
Germ Theory 
Physician – Medieval doctor
Thomas Sydenham – The English Hippocrates who 
improved the teaching of doctors and identified 
scarlet fever. 
Theory of the Four Humors – Idea developed in 
ancient times and accepted by the Church that 
bodies are made of liquids that need to be in balance 
for a person to be well. 
Spontaneous Generation – The idea that disease 
spontaneously occurred and germs formed as a 
product of disease – not the cause of it (The wrong 
way round!) 
Superstition – The idea that illness was caused by 
magic/witchcraft. 
Urine charts – Chart to monitor the colour of urine 
and so determine illness.

Overview of 
change and 
continuity 

Key individuals 

CEIAG Link - This module we are studying 
can make links to a variety of professions.
• Medicine – chemist


