
 

Term Term 1 (7 & 8 weeks) Term 2 (6 & 6 weeks) Term 3 (5 & 7 weeks) 

Unit title 

Characterisation & Literary Allusions (Myths & Legends) 

 

Poverty and class-divide in the 19th century (Gaslight) 

 

The Power of words (The Tempest) 

 

Text Myths & Legends Anthology of Short Stories Gaslight by Eloise Williams The Tempest by William Shakespeare 

Poem  ‘Medusa’ by Carol Ann Duffy 

Q. How does Duffy present Medusa as the victim? 

‘London’ by William Blake 

Q. How is the class-divide presented in London by William Blake? 

‘If Only They Knew’ by Nathan Parker 

Q. How is the power of words presented in ‘If Only They Knew’ by Nathan Parker? 

Big question/ core 
concept 

Character & setting Language techniques Identification and analysis of themes 

Reading (short story): Making accurate inferences/ 
how writers create character & setting 

Creative Writing: How to create a character (word 
class, sentence structures, paragraphs) 

Reading (novel): Identifying and analysing the effect 
of TRAMPS techniques and the writer’s language 
choices 

Narrative Writing: Effectively using TRAMPS 
techniques and conscious choice of language for 
effect 

Reading (play): Identification & exploration of 
themes  

Non-fiction Writing: Building blocks of persuasive 
writing (ethos, logos, pathos, IAMAFORESTER) 

Knowing 

• Conventions of myths & legends 
• Archetypal characters 
• Literary allusions 
• How to describe character 
• How to make accurate inferences 
• Language analysis 
• Technical accuracy 
• Talk4Writing 

• Conventions of 19th century literature 
• 19th century context 
• Poverty & the class-divide 
• Social hierarchy 
• Patriarchal society 
• TRAMPS techniques (include challenge techniques for A&B band) 
• How to choose language for effect 
• How to structure an analytical paragraph 

• Language as a powerful tool 

• Aristotelian triangle of persuasion: ethos, logos, pathos 

• Shakespearian conventions & context 

• Themes in the play (xenophobia, racism, forgiveness, abuse of power & leadership, acceptance 

and tolerance, persuasion, manipulation) 

• Play-script conventions 

• Character relationships 

• Non-fiction PAFT 

• How to identify and express viewpoint 

• Morality 

• Intro to IAMAFORESTER 

Applying 

• Reading a range of M&L short stories 
• Comprehension activities 
• Shuttleworth Reading Strategies 
• Extract analysis 
• Quotation analysis 
• Talk4Writing strategies 
• Modelled and independent writing 
• Comparison of examples 
• Use of success criteria 

 
 

• Reading Gaslight 
• Tracking character, plot and themes 
• Shuttleworth Reading Strategies 
• Close language analysis with emphasis on intended effect 
• Writing an analytical paragraph (PEA/PEATL dependent on ability) 
• Developing creative writing through descriptive techniques  
• Modelled and independent writing 
• Comparison of examples 
• Use of success criteria 

 

• Reading the play 
• Tracking character, plot and themes  
• Extract and full play analysis 
• Close language analysis with emphasis on intended effect 
• How to use ethos, logos, pathos to persuade 
• How to use IAMAFORESTER to persuade 
• How to use vocab to persuade 
• How to structure a persuasive argument with technical accuracy 
• Modelled and independent writing 
• Comparison of examples 
• Use of success criteria 

Reading 

assessments 

Formative:  
Character quotation explosion 
Q. How does the writer use language to present _________ as______?  

Formative:  
PEA/PEATL dependent on ability  
Q. How does Williams use language to present the class-divide in this extract?  

Formative:  
PEA/PEATL dependent on ability 
Q. How does Shakespeare use language to present Prospero’s cruelty towards Caliban? 

Summative:  
Setting quotation explosion 
Q. How does the writer use language to create a _______ setting? 

Summative:  
PEA/PEATL dependent on ability 
Q. How does Williams use language to present poverty in this extract? 

Summative: 
PEA/PEATL dependent on ability 
Q. How does Shakespeare use language to present forgiveness? 

Writing assessment 

 

Formative: 
Creative writing 
Q. Describe a mythological villain (image as prompt. 

Formative: 
To describe a 19TH century image using TRAMPS techniques 

Formative: 
Write examples of ethos, pathos & logos from the perspective of Caliban persuading Prospero to set you 

free. 

Summative: 
Creative writing 
Q. Describe the setting of your mythological villain 

Summative: 
Narrative writing piece using TRAMPS techniques linked to novel 

Summative: 
Write a letter to Prospero expressing your views on his treatment of other characters, using 

ethos/pathos/logos 

 

5 year Overview – Year 7 



 

Term Term 1 (7 & 8 weeks) Term 2 (6 & 6 weeks) Term 3 (5 & 7 weeks) 

Unit title 

Power & conflict (dystopian) 

 

The life and works of Benjamin Zephaniah (diversity) 

 

 Structuring for effect (gothic fiction) 

 

Text Animal Farm by George Orwell Face (play) by Benjamin Zephaniah Frankenstein (abridged) by Mary Shelly 

Poem The Eagle by Alfred Lord Tennyson 

Q: What can the reader infer about the eagle based on language used by Tennyson? 

I am not De Problem by Zephaniah 

Q. How is racism presented in I am not De Problem by Zephaniah? 

                                    Havisham by Carol-Ann Duffy 

Q. How does Duffy portray gothic conventions in Havisham? 

Big question/ core 
concept 

Character & setting Language techniques Identification and analysis of themes 

Reading: How writers convey genre develop 
characters (political) through show not tell 

Creative writing: How to convey genre and develop 
characters (eco-dystopian) through show not tell 

Reading (modern play): Understand how to critically 
analyse a play-script 

Non-fiction writing: How to structure an informative 
article 

Reading (novel): Identify and analyse how writer’s 
structure texts for effect 

Narrative Writing: Use structural techniques to 
engage the reader 

Knowing 

• Context: Russian revolution, propaganda, totalitarian 
• Anthropomorphism 
• Dystopian conventions 
• Characterisation & setting 
• Plot & themes 
• How to structure an analysis (mastery) 
• TRAMPS 
• Show not Tell 
• Eco & political dystopia 
• Nominative determinism (eg. Squealer 

• Exploration of a writer’s works 
• Celebration of diverse culture 
• Racism, prejudice & discrimination 
• Attitudes to appearance 
• Image and identity 
• Stereotypes 
• Teenage culture  
• Beliefs and principles 
• Comparison of viewpoints 
• Mastery of IAMAFORESTER 
• Writing to inform 

• Science vs nature 
• Conventions of gothic fiction 
• Narrative Arc recap 
• Structural techniques 
• 19TH century attitudes to the supernatural 
• Building suspense 
• Ethics and morality 
• Science vs religion 
• How do writers structure texts for effective? 
• Narrative hooks 
•  

Applying 

• Extract analysis 
• Quotation analysis 
• Theme analysis 
• Analysis of how to structure an informative article for effect 
• Article writing 

 

• Reading and studying the play 
• Extract analysis 
• Quotation analysis 
• Theme analysis 
• Analysing effect of stage directions 
• Exploration of Zephaniah: beliefs and literary contributions 
• Analysis of how to structure an informative article for effect 
• Article writing 

• Tracking the narrative 
• Identifying structural techniques 
• Analysing structural techniques 
• How to write a structural PEATL paragraph 
• How to construct an engaging narrative 
• Analysing how Shelley creates suspense 
• Analysing how Shelley interest the reader  

Reading 

assessments 

Formative:  
PEA/PEATL dependent on ability (extract analysis) 
How does Orwell present conflict between the animals and humans? 

Formative:  
PEA/PEATL dependent on ability (extract analysis) 
Q. How does? (TBC) 

Formative:  
PEA/PEATL dependent on ability 
Q. How does Shelley build suspense in the rising action? 

Summative:  
PEA/PEATL dependent on ability (extract and full text) 
How does Orwell present ideas about leadership?   

Summative: PEA/PEATL dependent on ability (full play analysis) 
Q.How does? (TBC) 
 

Summative: 
PEA/PEATL dependent on ability 
Q. How does Shelley interest the reader in the climax? 

Writing assessment 

 

Formative: 
To describe an eco-dystopian setting using show not tell skills 
 

Formative: 
’’This planet is for everyone, borders are for no-one. It’s all about freedom’’- Zephaniah 
 
Effectively structure an informative article expressing your views on this statement. 
*Anecdote 
*Facts, opinions and statistics 
*Sentence styles 

Formative: 
Write an effective rising action for a gothic story which builds suspense 

*Zoom in, zoom out, intro to new information & omission 

Summative: 
To describe a dystopian character and setting using show not tell skills 

Summative: 
‘’Today’s society is too consumed by the importance of image. People should be valued for their ethics and 
contribution to society’’ 
 
Effectively structure an informative article outlining your views on this statement. 
*One sentence paragraphs 
*Sentence styles 
*Cyclical structure  
*Repetition 

Summative: 
Write a cyclical gothic short story demonstrating a range of effective structural techniques 

 

5 year Overview – Year 8 



 

Term Term 1 (7 & 8 weeks) Term 2 (6 & 6 weeks) Term 3 (5 & 7 weeks) 

Unit title 

Elizabethan Attitudes (Romeo & Juliet & debating) 

 

Identity (non-fiction) 

 

 Literary Rebels (poetry comparison and AIC) 

 

Text Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare Anthology of non-fiction texts: 

I am Malala (rest TBC) 

An Inspector Calls by J.B Priestley 

Poem 

Exploration of sonnets in Romeo and Juliet ‘This is the Place’ by Tony Walsh 

Q. How does Walsh present ideas about Northern Culture? 

 

• How do poets present the reality of way in ‘Remains’ by Simon Armitage and ‘Dulce et 

Decorum’ by Wilfred Own? 

• How do poets present perspectives on power in ‘Still I Rise’ by Maya Angelou and ‘Pursuit’ by 

Sylvia Plath? 

Big question/ core 
concept 

Character & setting Language techniques Identification and analysis of themes 

Reading: approaching texts from a contextual 
perspective 

 Debate: How to structure arguments and conduct a 
formal debate in appropriate tone 

Reading: Identification and analysis of the writer’s 
viewpoint 

Creative writing: Conscious crafting of language, 
structure and poetic styles to write a poem 
expressing own identity 

Poetry: Intro to poetry comparison skills Reading: How to approach a text in GCSE style 

Knowing 

Elizabethan attitudes towards: 

• Marriage, love, religion, parenting 

• Men vs women  

• Patriarchal society 

• Elizabethan social hierarchy 

• 21st century attitudes comparison 

• How do we structure a formal debate?  

• How do we consciously craft a persuasive argument? 

• How do we work effectively as a team? 

• How can we use our body language and voice for effect? 

• Presenting and challenging perspectives 

• Socially constructed identities 

• What is culture? 

• John Locke Tabula Rasa 

• Challenging stereotypes 

• Identifying and analysing the writer’s viewpoint 

• Comparison of the writer’s viewpoint 

• SL: Read out poem 

• Who am I? 

• Identifying, analysing & creating viewpoint & tone 

• Literature as a vehicle to social change 

• Poetry comparison 

• Capitalism vs socialism 

• Social responsibility  

• Rebellion 

• Importance of community 

• Marxist theory 

• Oppression 

• Propaganda and bias 

• How to write a GCSE style response 

Applying 

• Reading and studying Romeo and Juliet 

• Exploration of Elizabethan context 

• Plot, character, themes analysis 

• Exploration of the texts as a construct 

• Extract and quotation analysis 

• Application of context 

• Developing analysis skills: PEAKYWIRLS 

• Writing persuasive arguments 

• Working in teams to structure a debate 

• Delivery of formal debate  

• Modelled and independent writing 

• Comparison of examples 

• Reading of non-fiction extracts 

• Exploration of PAFT 

• Identifying and analysing the writer’s viewpoints 

• Experimenting with structuring articles 

• Applying critical theory 

• Analysis of ‘I come from’ poem 

• Writing and structuring own ‘I come from’ poem 

• Modelled and independent writing 

• Comparison of examples 

• Use of success criteria 

•  Reading and s Reading and studying Romeo and Juliet 

• Exploration of context (1912 vs 1945, capitalism vs socialism) 

• Plot, character, themes analysis 

• Exploration of the texts as a construct 

• Extract and quotation analysis 

• Application of context 

• Developing analysis skills: PEAKYWIRLS 

• Practise writing a GCSE style response 

• Reading and studying poems 

• Comparison of poems 

• Practise how to write a comparative essay 

• Modelled and independent writing 

Reading 

assessments 

Formative:  
PEATL/PEAKTWIRL dependent on ability 
 Q. How does Shakespeare language to present Elizabethan attitudes towards love in Act 2 scene 2? 

 Poetry formative:  
Comparison grid 
Q.How do poets present the reality of way in ‘Remains’ by Simon Armitage and ‘Dulce et Decorum’ by 

Wilfred Own? 

Summative:  
PEATL/PEAKTWIRL dependent on ability 
Q. How does Shakespeare use language to present attitudes towards women in Act 3 scene 5? 
 

 Poetry summative: 
Written comparison  
Q.  How do poets present perspectives on power in ‘Still I Rise’ by Maya Angelou and ‘Pursuit’ by Sylvia 

Plath? 

 

Writing assessment 

 

Debate formative:  
Writing a persuasive argument 
Q. Have Elizabethan attitudes towards men and women changed over time? 

 AIC Formative: 
How does Priestley present capitalist views through Mr Birling 

Debate summative: 
Formal debate  
Q. Have Elizabethan attitudes changed over time? 

Summative: 
To consciously craft a poem using appropriate poetic styles which expresses your own identity:  
‘I Come From…’ 

AIC Summative: 
How does Priestley present the importance of social responsibility. 

5 year Overview – Year 9 



 

Term HT1 (7 wks) HT2 (8 wks) HT3  (6 wks) HT4 (6 wks) HT5 (4 wks) HT6 (7 weeks) 

Unit title 

A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 

 

Poetry Anthology: Love and loss 

 

 

Language Paper 1 Part A 

 

Language Paper 1 Part B 

 

Macbeth 

 

Weeks 1 -2: Macbeth & EOYE 

Weeks 3-4: S&L 

Week 5-6: Poetry 

Week 7: ASPIRE 

 

Big question/ core 
concept 

Analysing a text as a construct 

Big idea: Dickens wrote the novella to encourage 
the bourgeoise reader to fulfil social responsibility 

Consolidation of poetry Comparison 

Big idea: Exploration of the human condition and 
life stages 

Analysis of unseen fiction 

Big idea: Reading to write 

Creative Writing 

Big idea: Conscious crafting of language 

Embedding of GCSE approaches 

Big idea: Shakespeare wrote the play to deter the 
Jacobean audience against committing treason & 

regicide 

Embedding of GCSE approaches 

Knowing 

• Context, plot, characters, themes 

• Critical theory 

• Extract analysis 

• Key quotations 

• Making links across the full text 

• How to approach a GCSE style question 

• How and why the text is built as a 

construct 

• The love and loss poems: content, 
themes, context, structure, language 

• How to analyse a poem 

• How to compare poems: similarities and 
differences 

• How to write a comparative poetry essay 
 

• Lang Paper 1 Q1-4  

• Structure/timings of the exam 

• Question stems 

• What skills does each question require? 

• How to approach each question 

• How to write an effect answer 

• Lang Paper 1 Q5 

• Structure/timings of the exam 

• How to structure an effective 

narrative/description 

• How to choose vocab for effect 

• How to use techniques for effect 

• How to develop ideas 

• How to create tone 

• How to write with technical accuracy 

 

• Context, plot, characters, themes 

• Critical theory 

• Extract analysis 

• Key quotations 

• Making links across the full text 

• How to approach a GCSE style question 

• How and why the text is built as a 

construct 

  

Applying 

• Reading the text 

• Exploring context 

• Character, theme and plot analysis 

• Extract analysis 

• Quotation analysis 

• Assessing example responses 

• Comparing example responses 

• Modelled essay writing 

• Independent essay writing 

• Learning key quotations 

• Planning grids 

• Use of success criteria 

• Following A/B/C band approaches 

• Studying poems in pairs 

• Full annotation of one poem in each pair 
and creative analysis of other poem  

• Close quotation analysis 

• Comparative VEN diagram/grids 

• Modelled essay writing 

• Comparing and contrasting examples 

• Planning grids 

• Use of success criteria 

• Independent comparative writing  

• Following A/B/C band approaches 
 

• Modelled answers  

• Independent answers 

• Comparison of answers 

• Use of mark schemes 

• Analysis of extracts/full texts 

• Independent application of skill 

• Use of success criteria 
 
 

• Modelled writing 

• Independent writing 

• Comparison of examples 

• Improving examples 

• Analysing examples 

• Use of success criteria 

• Reading the text 

• Exploring context 

• Character, theme and plot analysis 

• Extract analysis 

• Quotation analysis 

• Assessing example responses 

• Comparing example responses 

• Modelled essay writing 

• Independent essay writing 

• Learning key quotations 

 

Formative 

assessment 

Extract analysis: 
 
How does Dickens present attitudes of the Victorian 
bourgeoisie through Scrooge?  

Compare how poets present ideas about love in 
‘Winter Swans’ and ‘Letters from Yorkshire’ 

Q3: How does the writer structure the text to 

interest the reader? 

 Extract analysis: 
 
 
How does Shakespeare present Macbeth as a tragic 
hero? (battle scene) 

 

Summative 

assessment 

 

 

 

Extract analysis & full text: 
 
How does Dickens present Scrooge’s journey to 
metamorphosis?  

Compare how poets present strong feelings in 
‘Porphyria’s Lover’ and ‘The Farmer’s Bride’ 
 
 

Q4: To what extent do you agree?  Extract analysis & making links elsewhere: 
 
How does Shakespeare present Lady Macbeth as a 
powerful woman? 

 
 

 

 

5 year Overview – Year 10 



 

Term HT1 (7  wks) HT2 (8 wks) HT3  (6 wks) HT4 (6 wks) HT5 (5 wks) HT6 (7 weeks) 

Unit title 

Language Paper 2 

 

 

November Mocks (wk 1) 

An Inspector Calls (wk 2-7) 

1 week on Unseen Poetry (wk 8) 

Language Paper 1 (wk 1-4) 

Poetry Anthology (wk 5&6) 

 

Macbeth & ACC (3 weeks each) 

 

 

Week by week revision schedule 

 

 Big question/ core 
concept 

How to communicate and analyse tone How to analyse the text as a construct How writers achieve intended effect Mastery of lit analysis 

Knowing 

• Language Paper 2 Q1-5 

• Structure/timings of the exam 

• Question stems 

• What skills does each question require? 

• How to approach each question 

• How to write an effective answer 

• How to structure an effective persuasive text 

• How to use techniques effectively  

• How to develop ideas 

• How to create tone 

• How to write with technical accuracy 

AIC content and skill 
Unseen poetry content and skill 

Language Paper 1: Students studied Q3 and Q5 last 

year NOT Q2 and Q4 – prioritise in teaching  

 

Poetry anthology: prioritise family poems as these 

were not taught in as much depth last year 

Macbeth content and skill 

Applying 

• Modelled answers  

• Independent answers 

• Comparison of answers 

• Improving examples 

• Analysing examples (Q5) 

• Use of mark schemes 

• Analysis of extracts/full texts 

• Independent application of skill 

• Use of success criteria 

Recap context, plot, characters, themes, exam 
structures 
Key quotation analysis 
Essay planning 
Essay writing 

Practise questions 
Comparison of answers 
Independent writing 
Timed conditions 

Recap context, plot, characters, themes, exam 
structures 
Key quotation analysis 
Essay planning 
Essay writing 

Assessment 

 

 

Q4: Comparison of the writers’ viewpoints 

 

Q5: Non-fiction writing 

 

1.November mock: Language Paper 2 (week 1) 
 
 
2. AIC and Unseen Poetry practise questions in exam 
conditions (week 8) 
 
 
 

1.Students to sit full practise Lang Paper 1 in exam 
conditions (start of week 5) 
 
3.Students to independently write a poetry 
anthology comparison – feedback given but not 
marked  

Students to sit full lit Paper 1 in lesson (week 6) 

 

 

 

 

5 year Overview – Year 11 


