
Debating Learning Journey: Year 9 Romeo and Juliet 
What are we learning?

This term, we are studying Elizabethan 

attitudes to:

• Marriage

• Love

• Religion

• Patriarchal society

• Parenting

• Social hierarchy

• Monarchy

• Men vs women

You will use your knowledge of these elements 

of context from studying Romeo and Juliet to 

construct a persuasive argument in preparation 

for a formal debate.

This will build on you non-fiction writing skills 

from previous years whilst preparing you for 

your English GCSE S&L exam.

Employability Skills:

Gender discrimination in the 

workplace

Vocab 

Conscious 

crafting

Selecting language for a 

desired effect

Debate a formal discussion on a 

particular matter

Motion The topic under dispute in 

the debate

Rebuttal Providing evidence which 

argues against

Elizabethan context Reading the play

Formative Assessment: Writing a 
persuasive argument.

Have Elizabethan attitudes towards men 
and women changed over time?

Summative Assessment: Formal Debate
Have Elizabethan attitudes changed over 

time?

How does 
Shakespeare reflect 
Elizabethan attitudes 

in the play?



How do we communicate persuasively?
Skills

Content and organisation

Being able to write and construct a persuasive argument using: creative ideas, 

engaging arguments, IAMAFORESTER persuasive techniques, appealing to the reader’s 

sense of ethos/logos/pathos, effectively structuring an argument, choice of language 

for effect, appropriate tone, spelling & grammar.

Oracy skills

Being able to communicate ideas clearly, engage with the audience and respond to 

questions.

Critical Thinking

Being able to provide unique and perceptive argument, challenge counter-arguments 

and respond perceptively to questions.

Engagement and participation

Debate 1 Debate 2 Debate 3

Team 
‘For’

Speaker 1: Speaker 1: Speaker 1:

Speaker 2: Speaker 2: Speaker 2:

Speaker 3: Speaker 3: Speaker 3:

Speaker 4: Speaker 4: Speaker 4:

Team 
‘Against’

Speaker 1: Speaker 1: Speaker 1:

Speaker 2: Speaker 2: Speaker 2:

Speaker 3: Speaker 3: Speaker 3:

Speaker 4: Speaker 4: Speaker 4:

Speaker Roles

1 2 min speech presenting first 
argument

2 1 min speech presenting first 
argument

3 1 min speech presenting third 
argument

4 Counter Arguments

NB: Each debate will 

need a chairman to 

introduce speakers and a 

time keeper to time 

speeches from the 

audience

Being able to work effectively as a team, contribute ideas, & 

listening respectfully to others.


