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23 September 2019 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Bloom: An update on Careers & PSHE at Shuttleworth College 

 

At Shuttleworth College, we have re-designed our extensive Careers and PSHE programme, in order 

to develop a pathway for all Shuttleworth College students to live up to our ethos of ‘Think Big, Chase 

Dreams, Succeed Together’. This programme, which covers both statutory PSHE topics and activities 

we have developed to benefit our students as much as possible, is now called Bloom. Students have 

already started to use Bloom resources with their form tutors this term. 

 

Careers Education, Information, Advice & Guidance 

We have a full-time Careers Leader who plans and delivers the Careers Programme. We were very 

proud to be among the very first schools in Lancashire to fully achieve the eight ‘Gatsby Benchmarks’ 

of best practice for careers education and our programme helps to ensure that all students are fully 

informed and have high aspirations for their choices for post-16 education, training and beyond!  

 

We have also been nominated for the ‘School of the Year’ award (a shortlist of just 3 schools from 

around the UK) at the Careers & Enterprise Company annual awards. You can find more details about 

our careers programme here: https://www.shuttleworthcollege.org/curriculum/careers/ 

 

As a Shuttleworth College student, your son/daughter will typically experience the following as part of 

their careers education – you may be familiar with some of these elements already:  

 Two encounters with employers/ from a variety of companies/industries in each year group 

 Two workplace visits  

 Two university visits 

 Visits and taster sessions with local Sixth Forms and Further Education providers 

 A week-long employability conference for Year 10 in preparation for future options  

 Careers Fairs 

 Mock Interviews 

 Access to a qualified Careers Adviser at key decision-making points  

 Various speakers, demonstrations, trips, seminars and lectures throughout the year 

 Extra-curricular activities 

PSHE 

PSHE is taught during form times and on nine dedicated ‘Drop Down Days’. On these days, the usual 

curriculum is suspended and all students take part in a variety of themed sessions to cover statutory 

content such as: 

 Health & Wellbeing 

 Dangerous Behaviours 

 Democracy & Governance 

 Diversity & Respect 

 Sex & Relationships 

https://www.shuttleworthcollege.org/curriculum/careers/


The ‘Drop Down Days’ all now include a session on the development of study skills and a session on 

wellbeing. 

 

PSHE in form time is covered by Bloom. Each half term students are given a new Bloom booklet which 

covers changing themes for PSHE and Careers over the course of the academic year.  The focus of 

Bloom is to build skills, formal communication ability and confidence in setting and achieving goals.  

 

PSHE content includes, for example: 

 British Values 

 Understanding the news 

 Understanding significant calendar events e.g. Remembrance Day, Holocaust Memorial Day 

 Happiness, mental wellbeing and self-esteem 

Careers content includes: 

 Developing skills 

 Picking GCSE options and making choices for post-16 options 

 Stereotyping 

 Labour Market Information 

Alumni & Employer Network 

We are working with the charity Future First to build our alumni network as part of our careers 

programme. We want to engage alumni from a wide range of education, training and employment 

pathways and stages, but we need your help to do so. If you are a former student of Shuttleworth 

College (or Gawthorpe High School) or if you know someone who is, please sign up to the network 

here: https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/signup/shuttleworth 

 

Alumni don’t have to give lots of time – some have provided images and quotes for posters, some have 

taken part in mock interviews, while others have hosted Q&A sessions about their education and 

employment experiences. We need a range of alumni to show our students the huge variety of career 

paths available to them – we’d love to hear from you even if you can spare only an hour. 

  

We are also growing our employer network: students having meaningful encounters with a variety of 

employers both in and outside the workplace is vital to increase their understanding of the world of 

work, the importance of qualifications and the huge amount of choice they have for the future. If you 

or your employer would like to work with us to speak to students, provide a real-life view of the 

working world, enhance understanding of particular curriculum topics or even host a workplace visit, 

please get in touch with Mrs Ackroyd. 

 

If you have any queries about Careers Education at Shuttleworth College, please contact Mrs Ackroyd, 

Careers Leader, on fackroyd@shuttleworth.lancs.sch.uk  

 

Yours faithfully, 

 
 

Mrs F Ackroyd     Miss L Binns 

Careers Leader     Teacher of Humanities and PSHE Lead 

https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/signup/shuttleworth
mailto:fackroyd@shuttleworth.lancs.sch.uk

