Learning Journey: Year 8 Polifical Dystopia Literature (reading)

Allegory

Big Idea: Power and
Conflict

totalitarian

What are we learning?

Political dystopia

Propaganda

Anthropomorphism

This term we will be exploring a genre
of literature known as an allegory. This
is an exciting type of literature that
helps us learn more about ourselves and
our world through opening our eyes to
the consequences of our actions from
both an individual and collective
perspective. We will be applying our
analysis skills that we developed last
year developing our ability to write an
analysis (PEATL/PEA) through analysing
the setting and characters. You will use
all of this knowledge in your WRITING
unit too as you develop your writing
skills and create your own dystopian
world.

Q Plot & characters

Q Context
Q Allegory
O How to write an analysis

U You will read to understand Animal Farm.
You will also read the novel and analyse
sections of these through various means.

0 Understanding of the 'big ideas'.

Formative Assessment: How does Orwell
use language to show the conflict between

{1 You will read an extract together and then
write an analytical paragraph about it using a

Q Your teacher will give you feedback on how

the humans and the animals?

writing frame to help you.

to improve.

corruption

Employability Skill: What makes
a good leader?
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QYou will practise reading skills with a focus on
how to write a paragraph using the PEATL
structure. Your teacher will model this so that you
know exactly how to do this. You will also spend
time annotating extracts and exploring character so
that you can practise your inference making skills
from last year.

O Summative assessment:How
does Orwell use language to
present ideas about
leadership?
Analysis of Leadership

O Your teacher will give you
feedback on how to improve.




What is political

dystopian fiction?
A political dystopia IS
A CAUTIONARY ftale
relating to any type of
political party or
ideological perspective
takes over a society.
These are seen as
government controlled
societies or
totalitarian societies
where democracy does
not exist.

Dystopian fiction
magnifies a problem in
our society. It makes
it as bad as possible in
order to help us
understand our world
and the consequences
of our actions.
Definition /
Etymology:

The OED defines a
dystopia as "an
imaginary place or
condition in which
everything is as bad
as possible”.
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Orwell wrote the novel as an allegorical tale that
links with the history of the Soviet Union.

Old Major represents Karl Marx, Snowball
represents Communism, and Napoleon represents
Stalin.

The book shows how the Communist regime
promised workers promised equality and freedom
but instead

are eventually repressed and treated unfairly.
Old Major represents Karl Marx, putting forward
the communist ideals which will free them from

the tyranny of capitalism (represented by Jones).

Snowball represents Trotsky, a passionate
component of Animalism (Communism) who is
expelled by Napoleon(Stalin).

Napoleon follows a similar rise to power as Stalin,
using fear and propaganda to control the masses.
Orwell was a British journalist and author, who
wrote two of the most famous political novels of
the 20th century

'Animal Farm' and 'Nineteen Eighty-Four'. When
Orwell saw a kid whipping a horse, he had an idea:
"It struck me

that if only such animals became aware of their
strength we should have no power over them, and
that men

exploit animals in much the same way as the rich
exploit the working class”. This inspired him to
write the novel.

Oild Major calls a
secret meeting

The rebellicon
begins

Aurminmal

Farm's Sewern
Commandments
are agreed

The pigs take
adwvantage of thhe
other animals

The animals fight
off the humans

Napoleon takes
charge of
building the
wwrirclrrill

Boxer collapses
re-building the wwindrmmill

T he pigs end up
bDehawving like
Mr Jones
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Old Major: wise old pig, starts the rebellion with

his powerful speech about men.

Mr Whymper: Sly solicitor who helps Napoleon.
Mollie: Shallow and childish mare; deserts the
farm to continue to lead the life of a horse.

Mr Jones: drunken owner of Animal Farm.
Symbolises the control and greed of men.
Snowball: Hero of the Battle of the Cowshed,
expelled by Napoleon and used as a scapegoat.
Napoleon: Controlling dictator. Leads by fear
and propaganda.

Clover: Caring and loyal, has very little control
but realises what is happening as the pigs take
control.

Pilkington and Frederick: Owners of the
neighbouring farms and equally manipulative.
Boxer: Innocent but hard working, very strong
and selfless.

Squealer: Napoleon’s mouthpiece, he uses
propaganda to control the animals.

3 Key Quotes

“All animals are equal, but some animals are more equal than
others”

2. “If you have your lower animals to contend with,” he said,
“we have our lower classes!”

3. “The pigs did not actually work, but directed and supervised
the others. With their superior knowledge it was natural that
they should assume the leadership.”

4. “At this there was a terrible baying sound outside, and nine
enormous dogs wearing brass-studded collars came bounding
into the barn. They dashed straight for Snowball, who only
sprang from his place just in time to escape their snapping
jaws.”

5. “The pigs now revealed that during the past three months
they had taught themselves to read and write”

6. “The birds did not understand Snowball's long words, but
they accepted his explanation, and all the

humbler animals set to work to learn the new maxim by
heart.”

7. "lIs it not crystal clear, then, comrades, that all the evils of
this life of ours spring from the tyranny of human

beings?”

8. “The flag was green, Snowball explained, to represent the
green fields of England, while the hoof and horn signified the
future Republic of the Animals which would arise when the
human race had been finally overthrown.”

9. “All that year the animals worked like slaves. But they were
happy in their work; they grudged no effort or sacrifice, well
aware that everything that they did was for the benefit of
themselves and those of their kind who would come after
them, and not for a pack of idle, thieving human beings.

PEATL:

Point: Make a statement in response to

the question

Evidence: Include a quotation which

supports your point

Analysis: Analyse what the FULL

quotation suggests

Technique: Identify and analyse

techniques and key words

Link: Back to the question, reader’s
reaction, themes, genre conventions,

elsewhere in the text or context



